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“Peace, Be Still” 


By Maude Steenburg 


664 ‘AREST Thou not’—how many 
times the cry 

Has winged its way up to the throne on 
high! 

As from the boat upon the rolling deep, 

Where Jesus, wearied, found sweet rest 
in sleep. 

“Why are ye fearful” of the raging sea? 

It is the Master who is calling thee. 

Fear not the fury of the breaking gale, 

The Pilot is with thee—He cannot fail; 

He who rebuked the waves can calm the 
soul, 

Dispel our fears and guide us to*the goal. 

No harm can come with Jesus at the 
helm, 

Nothing can conquer, 
whelm. 

Then rest within His blessed will, 

And hear Him saying, “Peace, be still.” 


us 


A Bible Balance Wheel 


Even a yielded Christian cannot keep 
the right balance without continual wis- 
dom and grace from God. There are 
three common lines of attack by which 
Satan opposes God’s work in the soul. 
First, he tries to prevent us from seeing 
our desperate need and opening the 
heart’s door to the Saviour, who desires 
to come in and make us new creatures 
in Himself. But when a man has been 


nothing over- 


regenerated, then Satan seeks to prevent 
him from yielding all to God, using the 
deceptive argument that if he does so his 
life will be miserable. 


Finally, when 
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he sees anyone who is out and out for 
God, and aims to please Him in all 
things, then Satan tries to push him too 
far, into asceticism and unwarranted 
extremes. Among the great principles 
for the Christian life which were laid 
down by the Lord Jesus, in clear and 
simple words, was this which He spoke 
to the Sadducees, “Ye do err, not know- 
ing the Scriptures, nor the power of 
God” (Matt. 22:29). Believing that there 
is no resurrection, they were trying to 
trap Him into some sort of contradiction 
or dilemma by asking Him questions 
about a woman who was married suc- 
cessively, after the death of each one, to 
seven brothers. Then it was that He 
uttered these words of wisdom and warn- 
ing, and explained that “in the resur- 
rection they neither marry, nor are given 
in marriage” (v. 30). We may know the 
Scriptures thoroughly, but be cold and 
lifeless, because we ignore the power of 
God. On the other hand, it is possible 
to concentrate on the power of God, and 
forget certain important teachings of 
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Scripture, and thus become fanatical. 
God would not have us do either, for 
God has given us the spirit “of power, 
and of love, and of a sound mind” (2 
Tim. 1:7). The happiest, sanest, and most 
useful Christians are those who take 
time each day for both Bible study and 
prayer. Andrew Murray’ sums up the 
matter in these penetrating words: 
“Little of the Word with little prayer is 
death to the spiritual life. Much of the 
Word with little prayer gives a sickly 
life. Much prayer with little of the 
Word gives more life, but without stead- 
fastness. A full measure of the Word 
and prayer each day gives a healthy and 
powerful life.” As someone else has 
well said, “If you are too busy to pray, 
then you are too busy”—and the same 
thing may be said of Bible study. If 
our schedules seem too crowded for time 
for Bible study and prayer, let us ask 
God to show us where the schedule needs 
to be changed and where time for pri- 
vate devotions may be fitted in, and He 
will surely do it. 
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Spiritual Heart Disease 


MERICA’S number one killer is 
A heart disease! How often has it 
been impressed upon us, by news- 
radio, or magazine article! The 
is of prime importance, we are 
told, in maintaining the total physical 
well-being of any individual. On the 
health of the heart depends the health of 
the body in general. Very literally from 
the heart can those whose hearts have 
suffered damage testify to this, to them, 
self-evident truth: an unhealthy heart 
handicaps the whole body in its activ- 
ities, destroys many hopes, and prevents 
many ambitions and plans from being 
carried out. , 
The importance of the heart lies in the 


paper, 
heart 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For we know that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dis- 
solved, we have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 
5:1). 




















fact that it must function continuously. 
It cannot take a week off for complete 
rest, or even a day. Therefore it is wise 
for everyone to take care of his heart, 
this busy, useful organ on which so much 
of our health and happiness depends. 

Is it too fanciful to press the analogy 
on to the spiritual life? Since, in the 
physical realm, heart disease is the lead- 
ing cause of death, cannot the same thing 
be said of the heart's relation to spiritual] 
life? 

Is not spiritual heart disease the lead- 
ing cause of the death of spiritual 
growth, the death of one’s own happiness 
and the happiness of others? Does it not 
blast and kill the joy which God means 
to be the birthright of all His children? 
Does it not greatly handicap the Chris- 
tian’s service? Is not spiritual heart dis- 
ease responsible for the daily headlines 
of murder and cruelty and unkindness? 
“Whence come wars and fightings?” Do 
these things not indicate that diseased 
hearts are bearing the fruit not of love, 
but of anger and hate, not of life, but of 
death? 

We can all recognize life in a plant. 
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Tender, new, green leaves, lovely blos- 
soms, outreaching branches, delicious 
fruit—all these speak of life. We know 
the plant is healthy, is growing. When 
leaves wither, or branches droop, we are 
aware that something is wrong, and that, 
unless it can be revived, ‘the plant will 
soon be useless. 

So in the spiritual life we can detect 
signs of deterioration and approaching 
death. “Ye shall know them by their 
fruits” (Matt. 7:16, 20). If there is no 
evidence of the “love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance” (Gal. 5:22, 23), 
which God expects in those for whom He 
sent His Son to give His life, and to 
bring life, we can conclude that the heart 
life is not healthy. 

The diagnosis is not difficult. The 
trouble is plainly heart disease. We our- 
selves may be unaware of it. “The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked: who can know it?” 
(Jer. 17:9.) We may make excuses for 
ourselves: our names are on the church 
roll; we regularly attend church services; 
we are as good as most people, better 
than many. Everyone gets angry; in- 
deed, is there not such a thing as right- 
eous anger? It is impossible to love 
everyone. Some people just naturally re- 
pel us; why should we have to stand 
for the things in them which annoy us? 

Perhaps we may deceive ourselves, but 
be sure of this: we are not deceiving 
God. “Who can know it [the heart)?” 
God can, and does. “The Lord looketh 
on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). No closed 
door can shut out the voice raised in 
anger or hatred; no secrets of the heart 
can be hid from Him. Deeds of hatred 
or revenge may be plotted in the dark- 
ness, but “darkness hideth not from” 
God; “the darkness and the light are both 
alike” to our Maker (Psa. 139:12). 

One of the seven things we are told 
are an abomination to the Lord is “a 
heart that deviseth wicked imaginations” 
(Prov. 6:18). Who can tell what the 
imaginations of our heart and mind are? 
They are invisible; no one can know 
them. God does, and He knows that from 
them are born the deeds of unkindness, 
cruelty, and unrighteousness. 

But we are Christians. Why should 
such things concern us? We have no in- 
tention to commit murder or do any ter- 
rible thing. Why talk about such things? 
Well, the Lord Jesus Christ had a good 
deal to say on the subject. Here is what 
He said: “Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh. A good man 
out of the good treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth good things: and an evil 
man out of the evil treasure bringeth 
forth evil things. . .. Those things which 
proceed out of the mouth come forth 
from the heart. .. . Out of the heart pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, murders...” (Matt. 
12:34, 35; 15:18, 19). Paul was addressing 
Christians when he wrote: “Let no cor- 
rupt communication proceed out of your 
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mouth. Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all 
malice” (Eph. 4:29, 31). John, the apos- 
tle of love, knew that lack of love in the 
heart is responsible for evil thoughts. He 
pleads with us to purge our hearts from 
hatred, and to love one another. He 
writes: “If a man say, I love God, and 
hateth his brother, he is a liar... . Who- 
soever hateth his brother is a murderer. 
. . . Beloved, let us love one another” 
(1 John 4:20; 3:15; 4:7). 

Spiritual heart disease is beyond our 
curing, but, thank God, not beyond His. 
“Who can say, I have made my heart 
clean?” (Prov. 20:9.) “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

The Word of God gives us the very 
words we can use, in order that healing 
may come: “Create in me a clean heart, 
O God; and renew a right spirit within 
me” (Psa, 51:10). “Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in thy sight. O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer” (Psa. 19:14). 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart, 
try me, and know my thoughts: and see 
if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting” (Psa. 
139: 23, 24). Then, constantly looking unto 
Jesus, “who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth,” we may, with 
renewed spiritual heart-health, make 
melody in our hearts to the Lord, re- 
joicing that the joy of our salvation has 
been restored. 





Notes on Open Letters 


Some Misunderstandings 
Our honored Hebrew-Christian 
brother, Moses Gitlin, is disturbed be- 
cause I spoke of our Lord’s “martyrdom.” 
Why martyrdom as a term for vicari- 
ous atonement? 

Our Lord was both martyr and atone- 
ment. He so describes Himself in Reve- 
lation 1:5, “Jesus Christ, ho martus ho 
pistos, the martyr, the faithful one... 
washed us from our sins in his own 
blood.” He was “martyr” in the original 
sense of the word; but He was much 
more, for He was Himself the substi- 
tutionary sacrifice for our sins and 
thereby made atonement for them. 

Secondly, objection is made to my 
comment on Matthew 16:21, “He must 

. suffer many things of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed.” “Christ here attributed His 
death primarily at least to the Jews.” 

Brother Gitlin replies with Matthew 
20:19, “And shall deliver him to the Gen- 
tiles to mock, and to scourge, and to 
crucify him.” 

It is not a seemly thing to argue this 
point. The guilt lies on all. My oniy 
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purpose in calling attention to the state- 
ment in Matthew 16:21 was to answer 
those stiff-necked and anti-Christian 
Jews, who seek to absolve their people 
from their national and cosmic crime, 
and who would remove from our Protes- 
tant church -literature any references to 
this crime they may be able to remove. 
—Ernest Gordon. 


Scriptures on Child Training 
“A Plea for Discipline,” page 514, 

June 13th, reminded me that when I 

had the privilege of speaking to our 

young married people, child training 
was the theme. Our people believe 

God’s Word is the only infallible guide 

and so my talk was largely a reading 

of Scripture. The following might in- 
terest readers. 
THOUGHTS FOR PARENTS 

Psalm 127:3 

Matthew 7:11 

1 John 2:6 

John 21:15 

Isaiah 28:9 

Proverbs 19:18; 23:13 

Ecclesiastes 8:11 

Proverbs 22:6, 15; 23:14; 29:15, 17 

Deuteronomy 21: 18-21 

Exodus 21:15, 17 

Proverbs 13:24 

Hebrews 12:6 

Proverbs 3:12 

Isaiah 54:13 

Proverbs 9:10 

Joshua 1:8 

Deuteronomy 6:6, 7 

Ephesians 6:4 

1 Timothy 3:4 

2 Timothy 3:16, 17 

Proverbs 31:27 

1 Peter 3:7 

2 Timothy 2:15 

Lest any object to the Old Testa- 

ment references, see 1 Corinthians 10: 

1-6, 11—A California reader. 

As it is sometimes difficult, even with 
the use of a concordance, to bring to- 
gether Bible passages on the training of 
children, the above list will prove use- 
ful and thought-provoking for Christian 
parents® Sunday school teachers, child 
evangelism workers, and pastors. The 
references given by the writer in 1 Cor- 
inthians show that the Old Testament is 
full of lessons for us today, as it is all 
part of the verbally inspired and in- 
fallible Word of God. With these may 
be placed Romans 15:4, “For whatso- 
ever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope.” But a few 
of these passages, as for instance those 
requiring the death penalty for a re- 
bellious son, are not of course meant to 
be literally carried out by the Church 
in this dispensation, for God is now deal- 
ing with men in grace. But more strict 
discipline is needed in Christian homes 
today, and there are lessons to be 
learned from all of these passages. 
“Juvenile delinquency” can be traced 
right back to failure in the home. 
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ll. Faith as a Principle of the Christian Life 


Its firm foundation in the Word of God 





tian living. We are told in the 

Scriptures that we are justified by 
faith and that we stand by faith. Our 
faith is counted to us for righteousness. 
From the beginning of the Bible faith is 
the human basis for God’s acceptance of 
any man. 

Unfortunately faith means different 
things to different people. It seems to 
be only an abstraction to many who 
speak of faith without any apparent 
thought as to what or whom the faith 
is in. Some years back I heard a radio 
sermon by a well-known minister who 
spoke on faith for a half hour and when 
he finished he had not once indicated 
whom or what we are to trust. Such 
hazy thinking is of no help and may be 
very harmful to persons seeking for 
spiritual guidance. 


Fes" is a basic principle of Chris- 


No Faith Apart From Revelation 

Faith, trust, or confidence must be in 
something or someone. Otherwise they 
have no practical meaning No one 
would walk on a bridge if he did not 
trust it to hold him up. No one would 
go to a doctor in whom he lacked con- 
fidence. If we do not trust the bank 
we don’t deposit our money in it. 
Faith is thus ‘seen to be a very practical 
thing. On examination it appears that 
almost every aspect of our lives is in 
more or less degree founded on faith 
in some form. This trust is generally in 
things whjch we can perceive with the 
senses ke os founded on experience and 
observation. The natural man, without 
any real knowledge of God, is restricted 
to this kind of faith. Even in his reli- 
gion he depends on human works, rites, 
fetishes, images, and similar useless con- 
coctions. Such men may claim to trust 
God, but without any real knowledge of 
Him that claim has no significance. The 
bridge, the doctor, and the bank all in 
effect make a promise, a commitment 
which is believed by the one who uses 
them. In nature also physical phenom- 
ena are dependable; that is, the sun 
rises, the winds blow, and many other 
things occur so surely that no one doubts 
that they will happen again. To this 
extent men can have a certain faith in 
the works and sovereignty of God, al- 
though surprisingly many of them are 
not willing to ascribe even these to Him. 
Without a reyelation from God there is 
no promise or commitment by Him; 
therefore nothing of Him to trust. There 
is, of course, a revelation, the Bible, but 
since men reject it they still cannot 
truly trust God. 

To the Christian, faith is merely be- 


This is the second article in a series 
of three on the Christian life by Gen- 
eral Harrison, who is chief of staff to 
General Mark Clark in command of 
the United States Army Forces in 
the Far East and chief UN delegate 
in Korea. Last week General Harri- 
son showed that salvation is a reality 
in every aspect of daily life. In this 
article he points out some differences 
between the faith of the believer and 
mere confidence in the word of men, 
The concluding article, next week, 
will be on “Love in Its Scriptural 
Sense.” 








lieving what God has revealed to us in 
His Word. Perhaps the use of the word 
“merely” is not appropriate. It might 
indicate that something 
casual and easy, which it is not if Chris- 
tian experience is any criterion. One 
of the sad things about the Church of 
Jesus Christ is that while we proclaim 
our faith in God we act as though we 
trusted the same things that the people 
of the world depend on. That being so, 
is it any wonder that men accuse the 
church of being full of hypocrites and 
doubt the reality of the things we ‘pro- 
fess to believe? 

Logically, abiding ever-present faith 
should be a dominating factor in the 
Christian’s daily life. Having taken the 
initial step of believing in Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour, and thereby being born 


believing is 
s 


again and entering into a new life as 
new creatures in Him, and being in- 
dwelt by His Holy Spirit. there seems 


to be no legitimate excuse on our part 
for any subsequent lack of faith in Him 
and His promises as given to us in the 


Word. The trouble is that while we are 
new creatures in Christ, we still live in 
the body and are sensitive to the things 
of the world and the old nature. Our 
problems, dangers, and troubles are so 
obvious to us that we never escape their 
reality. Perception through the senses 
is the normal way of human living. 
Equally real, but not obvious, is the 
fact that, as stated in John 14:20, we 
are in Christ and He in us, and He is 
in the Father. It follows that nothing 
external ean touch us against His will, 
and He can provide all that we should 
have within. If we abide in Him and 
His words abide in us we can ask what 
we will and it will be done unto us 
(John 16:7). Further, He is “able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us” (Eph. 3:20). Christ’s 
power in our behalf is limitless, but its 
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exercise depends in part on whether we 
abide in Him, and His words in us 
Being in Christ is the result of our bap- 
tism by .the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:12, 
13, 27), but our conscious appropriation 
of that eternal reality is the way we 
abide in Him. If we abide in Christ, 
He is the very center of our being and 
the object of our hopes, our love, and 
our desire. Then it is inevitable that 
His words will abide in us with a living 
force that gives substance to things not 
seen (Heb. 11:1). We will obey him and 
believe His promises It is apparent 
that .our faith will be no greater than 
the degree in which we give the Lord 
Jesus Christ pre-eminence in our lives. 
Thus it is that we lay aside our burden, 
“looking unto Jesus the author and fin- 
isher of our faith” (Heb. 12:1, 2). For 
the Christian faith has no meaning apart 
from Christ. To the man who abides 
in Christ, faith is no problem. 
Unfortunately most of us do not abide 
very well. We are too easily diverted 
from Christ to the senses. We criticize 
the Apostle Peter, who walked on the 
water as long as he kept his eyes on the 
Lord, but began to sink when he looked 
at the water. We read of the little faith 
of the disciples who feared the storm on 
the Sea of Galilee while they were in 
the very presence of Christ. But most 
of us are not in a position to criticize 
them. We talk about the mote in their 
eyes while not heeding the beam in our 
We are beset with worries, fears, 
spite of Biblical in- 
We depend on 


own. 
and irritations. in 
junctions against them 
worldly and often sinful things or 
methods to gain our ends, and fre- 
quently these ends are themselves sin- 
ful. These, of course, show a lack of 
faith; but in a deeper sense, they demon- 
strate clearly that we are not truly 
occupied with the Lord Jesus Christ, but 
rather with self, the flesh, and the world. 
Faith Is Active, Not Passive 

It is needful to mention here that 
trusting the Lord does not mean that 
we sit with our hands folded and wait 
for things to come to us. Rather, the 
Christian must be diligent and use the 
human and physical means that God has 
given Him; but in so doing he depends 
on the Lord for guidance, wisdom, 
courage, and other abilities, as well as 
for the result of his effort. If he does 
this, he should be the most independent 
of men. He can give his whole atten- 
tion and energy to his work without 
worrying about what people will think 
of it or what it will get him. He can 
let God take care of those. At the same 
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time he will have constantly the joy of 
salvation in his heart. 

The exercise of faith determines our 
future course of action. It is easy to 
look back on some past experience and 
see how it should have been done— 
“Monday morning quarterbacking,” as 
some call it. It is often very, very diffi- 
cult to decide on a course of action to 
be followed subsequently, because we 
cannot see into the future and we can- 
not evaluate properly the various fac- 
tors that govern the problem. If we 
truly are depending on Christ, we shall 
take Him at His Word and act as though 
His promise is just as real as, and cer- 
tainly more sure, than any of the human 
and material things we can sense. In 
Hebrews 11 are recorded the acts of 
faith of men who stepped off into the 
unknown future because, knowing’ God, 
their preoccupation with Him gave sub- 
stance to things which they could not 
see, but which on the basis of His com- 
mands or promises they hoped for. 

Just imagine how real and close Noah 
must have felt God to be to build the 
ark far from water in the midst of ridi- 
cule by his neighbors! Imagine leaving 


The Antialcohol Angel, 
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a comfortable home in a civilized city to 
go into an unknown land only because 
it was so commanded, as did Abraham. 
To me, as a soldier, Joshua’s method of 
capturing Jericho was certainly the 
height of human folly. One simply can- 
not capture a fortified place by walking 
around it and blowing horns and giving 
a great shout. But Joshua did it as com- 
manded, because God was first in His 
heart. He knew Him and believed Him 
who “is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think.” God 
honored faith in those days. He hon- 
ors faith today. Countless Christian ac- 
tivities are living by faith, not asking 
human financing, human support or as- 
sistance. They ask God, believing His 
promises, and He never fails to keep a 
promise. 

While the world becomes more con- 
fused and fearful as we appear to be 
approaching the last days and the com- 
ing of the Lord, we redeemed ones must 
surely look unto Jesus, giving Him the 
pre-eminence in all things and abiding 
constantly in Him. 

(To be continued) 


Whose Name Was Wonderful 


World-wide pronouncements on the dangers and harmfulness of intoxicants 


HE “angel of the Lord,” who ap- 

peared to the wife of Manoah, when 
he had announced her coming concep- 
tion added, “Now therefore beware, I 
pray thee, and drink not wine nor 
strong drink” (Judges 13:4, 18). There 
was no strong drink, as we know it, 
at the time; distillation did not come till 
two thousand years later. The injunc- 
tion was probably against fermented 
barley water. Even these mild drinks 
were dangerous. Nicloux has shown 
that the sperm contains a certain quan- 
tity of alcohol less than a half hour 
after drinking a pint of white wine. The 
great alienist Roubinowitch says, “An 
hour of intoxication is sufficient for the 
breeding of a defective child.” 

When Manoah asked the angel how he 
should “order” the child’s life, he sim- 
ply reiterated the command to the 
mother. 

Manoah’s experience,. according to 
Ussher’s chronology used in the King 
James Version, occurred in 1143 B.C. 
In 1950, the Director of the Institut Four- 
nier, Paris, Dr. Sicard de Plauzoles, 
wrote: 

“To menace the child, an accidental 
and but slightly alcohol-influenced pro- 
creation is enough. This can result in 
deterioration of the germ and the birth 
of weak, feeble, deficient children, 
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tainted with nervous and mental 
troubles. 
“During gestation, alcohol taken by 


the mother acts on the unborn child. 
During nursing, alcohol taken by the 
nurse passes into her blood and intox- 
icates the child. 

“All men and all women must be 
made to know this! All parents, moth- 
ers, nurses, must be made to know this! 
There is a triple rule for having sound 
children: 

No procreation under the influence 
of alcohol! 

No alcohol for the mother during 
the time of gestation! 

No alcohol for those nursing chil- 
dren during the nursing months! 
“Abstinence from all alcoholic drink 

at home is an essential’ condition of a 
healthy procreation. This fact cannot be 
given too wide publicity.” 

The Transubstantiation of Food Into 
Poison._-A Swiss liberal theologian 
thinks that “the Communion without al- 
coholic wine is like a baptism without 
water.” 


This is to believe in a sort of sacra- 
mental power in the molecule of alco- 
hol (C2 HsOH), which the molecule of 
grape sugar (CeH:i206¢) from “the fruit 
of the vine” does not have. Fermenta- 
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ir into alco- 
en- 


tion changes the grape si: 
hol, making of the grape juice an 
tirely other substance. 

Sugar in the form of glucose is the 
body’s main food. Before proteins and 
carbohydrates can be utilized by the 
muscles, they must be transformed into 
glucose. Alcohol is, as French physiol- 
ogists now say, an anti-food (un anti- 
aliment). To speak of vitamins in* wine 
is, Prof. Dr. Roch of Geneva tells us, 
a bad joke. The alcohol molecules 
destroy nine tenths of the vitamins in 
“the fruit of the vine.” There are 
fewer vitamins in a liter of wine,” he 
continues, “than in a little wheat germ 
on the tip of a knife, or in a thin slice 
of lemon, or in a little dice of cheese.” 

To banish the molecules of sugar and 
welcome those of alcohol into Commu- 
nion wine is then to transform the water 
of life into an aqua mortis. What a trav- 
esty to symbolize the life-giving blood of 
Christ by the transubstantiation of a 
perfect food into a deathly substance. 

When Schleiermacher was on _ his 
deathbed in 1834, surrounded by his 
family, he observed the Communion with 
water. “Our sister water,” as St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi called it, is certainly un- 
corrupted and no symbol of death, as 
alcoholic wine is. But we obviously 
need not to have recourse to it to cel- 
ebrate the Communion. 

The mediaeval church, when wine 
drunkenness became widespread, limited 
its use in the Communion service to the 
officiating priest. Thus the vast body of 
the people were by so much protected 
from this social poison (so I have re- 
cently read). Within the last quarter 
century we have learned more about 
wine-alcoholism than ever before. This 
new knowledge demands tlt the use 
of alcoholic wine in the Communion 
should be ended altogether. 





The wine Pharisees, who lay these 
burdens on men’s shoulders and will 
not move them with one of their fingers, 
are familiar figures in certain churches. 
Prof. Emil Brunner, the Zurich theolo- 
gian, writes of them: 

“It is a source of astonishment, ever 
new, to see how many church people 
are so little informed regarding the in- 
tense misery, the persistent misery, 
which follows in the wake of alcohol. 

“How many fine and beautiful things 
in Switzerland are drowned in drink! 
But the church and its leaders, who have 
received their calling from God, say 
nothing and do nothing, although they 
well know how greatly the fruits of 
their preaching and teaching are des- 
troyed by alcoholism, aad how deeply 
it corrodes the spiritual life. 

“That is why every pastor, every 
church member, who pretends to take 
Christ seriously, should be -confronted 
at once with the question, ‘What are 
you really doing to check this ever- 
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mounting alcohol misery? Are you go- 
ing to continue to say, “Nothing”?’” 
(From Impartial, Jan. 14, 1953.) 

Dr. Albert Schweitzer has been speak- 
ing in Alsace on the horrors of African 
alcoholism, and how it is destroying 
races. Another theological liberal, M. 
Wilfred Monod, was theologically dis- 
loyal to the great evangelicai name of 
Monod, but his conscience was awake 
to the immense alcohol danger. His 
great gifts and his power as a public 
speaker were used to stir other con- 
sciences, and especially those in the 
churches, to enroll Christians in the 
fight against drink and the salvation of 
its victims. How different Dr. Fosdick, 
the National Council, and the €hristian 
Century, all of whom pretend to a social 
conscience. M. Monod wrote: 

“Alcohol is a poison of the reason and 
of the will; a poison of the soul. Yet 
one can buy it at every street corner. 
It sparkles in the cabarets and Saloons. 
It shines on the family table. When 
one thinks of the unopposed reign of 
alcohol, one sees in his imagination the 
monster of the Apocalypse. It has ten 
horns and seven heads and on these 
heads the names of blasphemy. Alco- 
holism is born of sin and propagated by 
the sin of public poisoners. How can 
we receive the Spirit of God if we 
compromise ourselves with it?” 

Finally, we have this testimony from 
Mr. Kagawa: 

“After almost fifteen years of life in 
the slums, I am convinced that two 
things are responsible for all the sin 
and shame which reign there—liquor 
and social diseases. Liquor is one of 
Japan’s deadliest foes and is certainly 
the most costly sin there, as it is in the 
whole world today. It reduces men to 
animals without will, morality, or the 
ability to think clearly. A man who 
drinks automatically divorces himself 
from life and from God, and makes 
himself a préy to poverty and to all 
temptations.” 


At the 1952 International Antialcohol 
Congress at Paris, the Moslem mayor 
of Constantinople, Dr. F. K. Gokay, set 
a standard for mayors the world over. 
He said: 

“To train youth against the danger of 
toxicomania, to forbid the marriage of 
alcoholics, to prevent the newly married 
from drinking during their honeymoon, 
these are ways of ensuring the strength 
of the new generation. Temperance ed- 
ucation should begin on the benches of 
the primary school. 

“To protect society from the disastrous 
effects of drunkenness, to reduce ‘crime, 
to maintain social peace, is the first duty 
of every administrator. As a governor- 
mayor of a town of a million inhabi- 
tants, having fought for thirty years 


against alcoholism, I have applied to 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


administrative life what this struggle has 
taught me.” 

Good News From Syria.—On Novem- 
ber 7, 1952, the Moslem Syrian Govern- 
ment forbade importation of all alco- 
holic drink into its borders. India, Pak- 
istan, Persia, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and 
Egypt on the verge—the whole Middle 
East may be dry before long. 

And Israel? Her prophet Habakkuk 
said, “Woe unto him that giveth his 
neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle 
to him” (Hab. 2:15). Nevertheless, 
Mogen David wines are advertised on 
American billboards, even in Japanese, 
to ensnare the people of Hawaii. Mr. 
Hertzberg, president of the Metropolitan 
Brewery of New York and of the Old 
Dutch Brewery, South Africa, is plan- 
ning to build a great brewery in Tel 
Aviv. New Palestine, August 20, 1949, 
noted that twenty million beer bottles 
were ordered of the Phoenician Glass 
Works of Haifa by the Palestine Brew- 
ery, Ltd., of Richon le Zion. 

Is Israel] planning to be bartender to 
the Arab world? It was better things 
that Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw con- 
cerning Judah and Jerusalem (Isa. 2: 
1-5). 

Alcohol and the Insect World.—That 
alcohol injures and kills lower forms of 
life has been amply proved. That it 
demoralizes little creatures as well, if 
proved, would be a striking indication 
of the unity of all life. One has heard 
of “robber bees.” Caustier, in Les In- 
sectes, attributes their moral deviation 
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to alcoholic contamination. Can we say 


of alcohol that it is everywhere the 
same, everywhere and in the same 
ways destroyer of life, of morals, and of 
social harmony? 

“Among insects as among men, there 
are hunters, brigands, and _ warriors. 
Among bees, too, well-known for their 
honesty, individuals stray from the 
straight path. Some steal and plunder. 
They rob the bees loaded with freshly 
gathered pollen, with a cunning that 
man might envy. They wait at the en- 
trance of the hive. When a working 
bee arrives they go up to it, stroke its 
antennae and take the load as if to re- 
lieve its bearer. Then they fly off with 
it to their own hive. 

“Such a deviation from moral sense 
in insects as upright as bees is to be 
explained only in momentary disturb- 
ance from alcoholism. The consumption 
of fermented jams, of fruits preserved 
in alcohol, is frequent cause of such de- 
moralization.” 

M. Caustier should display the exper- 
imental data which led him to this oon- 
clusion. 





Mr. Ernest Gordon’s excellent study of 
what the Bible teaches about the use 
of alcohol, “Christ, the Apostles, and 
Wine,” is available at 40 cents a copy, 
three copies for a dollar, postpaid. It 
may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 


From Ugly Pit to Garden Exquisite 


A physical transformation and its spiritual counterpart 


O believe that an ugly limestone 

quarry can be transformed into en- 
chanting loveliness requires more than 
usual imagination. But frequently, 
when the Sunday School Times Chris- 
tian Fellowship party, on its way to 
Alaska, stops at Victoria, B. C., oppor- 
tunity is given to view such a beauty 
spot. It is called Butchart’s Gardens. 

Our bus-driver-guide prepared us 
briefly for the memorable event as we 
journeyed toward Tod Inlet, near Vic- 
toria, the capital of British Columbia. 
This is what he told us: 

Mr. Robert Pim Butchart of England 
was looking for soil that would yield 
lime for the cement company he inten- 
ded to establish. After a long search 
he found the ideal spot at Tod Inlet. He 
not only established his business there, 
but also his lovely home. 

Gradually, however, as more and more 
rock was quarried for the making of 
cement, ugly abandoned lime pits be- 
gan to surround the area, and Mrs. 





By HAZEL THOMSON 


Butchart, with an eye for beauty, de- 
cided to do something about the ugly 
lime pits, 

Tons of loam were brought; trees, 
shrubs, and flowers were planted, many 
of them imported from various parts of 
the world, until today, these lime pits 
have been transformed into the world- 
famed sunken gardens that draw thou- 
Sands of visitors every year. The gar- 
dens grew until twenty acres of the 
Butcharts’ one hundred-thirty-acre es- 
tate became a colorful display. There 
is a rose garden, an Italian garden, a 
Japanese garden, fountains, pools, water- 
falls, pagodas, arbors, fountains, bridges, 
hanging baskets, window boxes, velvety 
lawns, and many rare and lovely blos- 
soms and shrubs. 

One of the unusual features of these 
beautiful gardens are the cement rail- 
ings used along the numerous winding 
walks and stairways. They are in the 

(Continued On page 653) 











International Uniform Lesson 


THE ‘SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








July 25, 1953 


LESSON 6. AUGUST 9. THE CHRISTIAN’S WAR (Temperance) 


Romans 14:13-21; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Ephesians 6:10-20; printed text, Ephesians 6:10-20; Romans 


14:19-21 (In this order.) 


Golden Text.—It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth.—Rom. 14:21 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Eph. 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and 


in the power of his might. 


11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 


to stand against the wiles of the devil. 


12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

13 Wheref re take unto you the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 


all, to stand. 


14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 
15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel 


of peace; 


16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall is 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 


Spirit, which is the word of God: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


F ALL the figures which the 
O Apostle Paul uses to describe the 

Christian life, those of the soldier 
and the athlete stand out prominently, 
as if they were his favorites. There is 
no indication that he ever was a soldier, 
and, if we are to accept tracition about 
his physical condition, he could scarcely 
have been an athlete (see 2 Cor. 10:10; 
12:7, 9). Yet he shows remarkable ac- 
quaintance with both spheres of activity, 
and, if he were indeed physically handi- 
capped, it is the more remarkable that 
he should have shown so much interest 
in such strenuous pursuits. It indicates 
that he had the spirit of the soldier and 
the athlete, even if he did not have the 
body, and he certainly carried all the 
daring and all the determination and all 
the disciplines of both soldier and ath- 
lete into his own Christian life and serv- 
ice, so that he has a right to press upon 
others the rigors and the endurance of 
warfare and the games. 

Put this man, so unsparing with him- 
self, and so bold in his exhortations, was 
considerate of the weak. He would im- 
pose extra disciplines upon himself, and 


forgo legitimate enjoyments, and restrict - 


his own liberties, to help weaker Chris- 
tians. He lived by the law of love, and 
called on others also to,make that the 
rule of life. He looked on the weak 
brother, not as a liability, but as part of 
his responsibility. Practices which his 
own enlightened conscience would allow 
for himself were gladly renounced if 





18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and sup- 
plication’ for all saints; 

19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that 


I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of 


the gospel, 


Rom 


21 It 


20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: 
may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 


is good neither to eat 


that therein I 


14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 

20 For meat destroy not the work of God. 
are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. 


All things indeed 


flesh, nor to drink wine, nor 


any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or 


made weak. 


Lessons based on 
national 


“ < < 5 4 
they made the path more difficult for 
another. 

In our lesson, then, we see these two 
sides of the Apostle Paul, and of the 
Christian life. In the one portion (Eph 
6: 10-20), we have the Christian engaged 
in total warfare: in the other portion 
(Rom. 14:19-21), we see the Christian 
walking the path of peace, not insisting 
on his own “rights,” but ordering his 


walk with a view to easing the path for 
those who are weak. 

I should like to suggest to the teacher, 
and all others, the reading of Bunyan’s 
“The Pilgrim’s Progress” for splendid 
descriptions of the Christian's warfare— 
especially the battle with Apollyon. For 
a somewhat satirical, but very discerning, 
allegory describing the “wiles” of our 
Enemy, I recommend “The Screwtape 
Letters,” by C. S. Lewis (Macmillan Co., 
New York 11; $2.50). 

Verse by Verse 

Eph. 6:10.—“Be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power Of his might.” Only “in 
the Lord” is there strength adequate to 
the demands of the Christian life. See 
Isaiah 40:30, 31. 

Verse 11—‘“Put on the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil.” Here we 
are introduced to the thought of our war- 
fare. We have an Adversary skilled in 
tactics, and who will quickly take ad- 
vantage of any vulnerable point. Com- 
pare 2 Corinthians 2:11. 

Verse 12.—‘‘For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principali- 
tics... .” Froauently our confiict seems 
to be with men, but they are merely the 
tools of the hierarchy of evil spirits ar- 
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Sunday 


rayed against Christ and His people, 
under their captain the Devil. 

Verse 13.—“Wherefore take unto you 
the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to withstand . to stand.” The 
armor is provided, but it is ours to ap- 
propriate it. Thus we shall withstand 
the shock of battle, and, each crisis of 
temptation over. be found standing in 
our place, in full possession of our post. 

Verse 14.—“Stand therefore, . . . girt 
about with truth . the breastplate of 
righteousness.” The word signifies, “Take 
your stand, in an act of high resolve.” 
Not my truthfulness, but the truth of 
God (John 14:6), girds me with strength: 
not my righteousness. but the righteous- 
ness of God in Christ, is without any 
chink that would expose the heart to 
the arrows of the accuser. 

Verse 15.—“‘And your feet shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace.” 
Modern warfare has demonstrated the 
importance of footwear against rigors of 
climate, roughness of terrain, and snake 
bites. The Gospel of the peace of God 
offers the best equipment against all 
hazzards of changing conditions, and as- 
sures a steady walk. 

Verse 16.—“The shield of faith ... to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” 
The great shield, or door-shield, 2% x 4 
feet, is referred to, offering protection to 
the whole body. So faith answers all 
the assaults of the wicked one. 

Verse 17—“The helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit ... the word 
of God.” A true experience of salvation 
is a great protection against the ration- 
alism of unbelief, and the. Word of God 
an effective answer to all the subtle sug- 
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gestions of temptation (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10). 


Verse 18.—“Praying always .. . in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto.” All our 
warfare is to be to the accompaniment 
of prayer. Prayer itself is a strategic 
position which must be held at all costs, 
or there will be defeat all along the line. 
Prayer that is energized by the Holy 
Spirit is truly a mighty weapon of of- 
fense as well as defense. 

Verse 19—“And for me... to make 
known the mystery of the gospel.” A 
preacher's appeal for prayer support. He 
seeks their prayer, both that he may 
have the word to utter, and that he 
may have freedom in uttering it. Many 
a preacher would preach better sermons 
if his congregation so prayed for him. 

Verse 20.—“An ambassador in bonds: 
that therein I may speak boldlg.” To 
imprison a nation’s ambassador is an act 
of hostility, and would’end the ambassa- 
dor’s speaking for his country. Paul 
refuses to be silenced by bonds, but re- 
gards it as an occasion for speaking 
freely! The chain may be on his wrist, 
but not on his lips! 

Rom. 14:19—‘“Follow after the things 
which make for peace, and . edify 
another.” From the smoke of war we 
turn to the call of peace. The child of 
God is a Soldier, but is called to avoid 
contention—aiming to build, not to de- 
molish: to help, not to hurt. 

Verse 20.—*“For meat destroy not the 
work of God.” Especially must we see 
that our indulgences do not jeopardize 
the testimony of the Gospel or cause 
others to stumble. 

Verse 21.—*“. . . whereby thy brother 
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made 
weak.” Here is the law of love which 
must limit our liberty of action. Indeed, 
this is the highest liberty—to place re- 
straints upon ourselves for the sake of 
others. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour thrusts us immediately into ac- 
tive combat. For ranged against Christ 
and His Kingdom is the kingdom of 
darkness, with its mighty and cunning 
‘ruler, Satan, and his ranked followers 
of fallen angelic beings. Every child of 
God, every work of God, is a target for 
these hosts of iniquity. Notice how they 
are described: principalities, powers, 
world rulers of this darkness, wicked 
spirits in the heavenlies. Some have 
suggested that Satan’s “hierarchy” is 
patterned after that of Heaven, with 
which he is well familiar. 

The Christian is so often prone to 
think that his conflict is with men— 
and we act accordingly. This is a great 
mistake. “We wrestle not against flesh 
and blood.” Men are but the tools of 
our spiritual foes, and we must learn 
to fight on the spiritual plane. Many 
Christians are being defeated be- 





Last Week’s Lesson 
5. August 2.—The Christian Home. 
Ephesians 5:15-33; 6:1-9; 
Colossians 3:12 to 4:1 
Next Week's Lesson 


7. August 16.—Christ Above All. 
Colossians 1:1 to 2:7 








cause they are fighting on the human 
plane. 

Since our warfare is spiritual, we 
need spiritual equipment, and that is 
fully provided. “The whole armour of 
God” is at hand, and is ours for the 
putting on—an act of faith. Nothing 
will brace us for conflict like the truth 
of God. The Adversary can find no 
weak spot in “the righteousness of 
God” through which we may inflict a 
fatal wound. When the peace of God 
rules in the heart, the walk will be 
steady, our feet will not slide. And if 
our feet are dedicated to carrying the 
Gospel of peace, we can trust God to 
keep them from the snares. Let our 
faith be big, not like the little targe of 
the Scottish Highlander, but like the 
great door-shield of the Roman legion- 
ary. And bécause our minds need pro- 
tection from all kinds of vagaries and 
false philosophies, let us guard our 
thoughts with salvation’s helmet. For 
parrying the enemy’s thrusts let us 
practice skill with the Word of God, 
after the pattern of our Lord. 

One weapon we have which has no 
counterpart or equivalent in the Roman 
Soldier’s outfit is prayer. John Bunyan 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT seem to be Paul’s favorite 
figures of the Christian life? 

2. What gives Paul the right to yse 
these figures so freely? 

3. What similarity and what contrast 
do you see between this week’s lesson 
and last week’s? 

4. Why is it necessary for ts to seek 
strength “in the Lord”? (Eph. 6:10.) 

5. What is the difference between 
withstanding and standing? (v. 13.) 

6. What is the difference between the 
standing of verse 13 and the standing of 
verse 14? 

7. What sort of shield is referred to in 
verse 16? 

8. Give an instance of Christ’s using 
the sword (v. 17) defensively and of- 
fensively. 

9. How does prayer widen the scope 
of the conflict? 

10. What principle is to determine our 
indulgence in practices which seem 
legitimate to us? 


(Answers on page 652) 
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makes bold to call it the weapon of 
All-prayer. If the Adversary can so dis- 
tract us as to make us forget this 
weapon, he will have us down in no 
time. So we must “watch thereunto.” 


Principalities and powers, 


Mustering their unseen array, 
Wait for thy unguarded hours; 
Watch and pray. 
—C. Elliott 

Right here is where we find that our 
warfare is not just individual. We are 
part of a great army, and we must fight 
as members of the host, not just as 
isolated units. So the weapon of All- 
prayer is to be wielded on behalf of “all 
Saints.” Especially do ministers need 
this “air Support” from the members of 
the church, as Paul sought it from the 
Philippians. 

Now it would be utter folly to support 
our comrades with our prayers, and then 
turn around and wound them with our 
conduct. So our passage in Romans 14: 
19-21 tells us how we are to support each 
other with our conduct, too, in being 
willing to forgo indulgences which to us 
may seem legitimate, but which would 
make a weaker brother lose confidence 
or fall into bondage. Such “self-denial” 
will never hurt us. Both we and our 
brethren will benefit from it. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Our warfare (Eph, 6: 10-13) 
2. Our weapons (vs. 14-17) 
3. Our watch (vs. 18-20) 
4. Our walk (Rom. 14:19-21) 


Topics for Development 

Taking the Measure of the Enemy. 
Our Lord indicated that he is a fool who 
will thoughtlessly declare war on an en- 
emy twice as strong as himself (Luke 14: 
31). It is the business of our intelligence 
service to find out the strength, not only 
of actual enemies, but also of potential 
enemies. In the Christian sphere we are 
foolish to remain in ignorance of the 
nature and forces of our Adversary. To 
do so will encourage unpreparedness and 
invite disaster. Our lesson gives us a 
glimpse of the dread array drawn up 
against the children of God. Before them 
the Church would be absolutely helpless 
were it not that “they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them” 
(2 Kings 6:16), and, “greater is he that 
is in you, than he that is in the world” 
(1 John 4:4). There are other “princi- 
palities and powers” besides those al- 
igned with Satan (Eph. 3:10), and Christ, 
their Captain and ours, has already in- 
flicted the fatal blow on the powers of 
darkness. So, while not blindly running 
into the fray, let us not be fearful, re- 
membering that already we are “more 
than conquerors through him that loved 
us” (Rom. 8:37). 

Offense or Defense? Twice recently I 
have heard preachers criticizing that old 
rallying song of the faith, “Hold the 
Fort.” They found fault with it on the 
ground that it presented the Christian 
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in the power of his might. 


to stand against the wiles of the devil. 


all, to stand. 
of peace: 
Spirit, which is the word of God: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


F ALL the figures which the 
O Apostle Paul uses to describe the 

Christian life. those of the soldier 
and the athlete stand out prominently, 
as if they were his favorites. There is 
no indication that he ever was a soldier, 
and, if we are to accept tracition about 
his physical condition, he could scarcely 
have been an athlete (see 2 Cor. 10:10; 
12:7, 9). Yet he shows remarkable ac- 
quaintance with both spheres of activity, 
and, if he were indeed physically handi- 
capped, it is the more remarkable that 
he should have shown so much interest 
in such strenuous pursuits. It indicates 
that he had the spirit of the soldier and 
the athlete, even if he did not have the 
body, and he certainly carried all the 
daring and all the determination and all 
the disciplines of both soldier and ath- 
lete into his own Christian life and serv- 
ice, so that he has a right to press upon 
others the rigors and the endurance of 
warfare and the games. 

Put this man, so unsparing with him- 
self, and so bold in his exhortations, was 
considerate of the weak. He would im- 
pose extra disciplines upon himself, and 


his own liberties, to help weaker Chris- 
tians. He lived by the law of love, and 
called on others also to.make that the 
rule of life. He looked on the weak 
brother, not as a liability, but as part of 
his responsibility. Practices which his 
own enlightened conscience would allow 
for himself were gladly renounced if 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Eph. 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and 


11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 


12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 


14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 
15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel 


16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall is 


be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 


forgo legitimate enjoyments, and restrict - 
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July 25, 1953 


LESSON 6. AUGUST 9. THE CHRISTIAN’S WAR (Temperance) 


Romans 14:13-21; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Ephesians 6:10-20; printed text, Ephesians 6:10-20; Romans 


Golden Text.—It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth.—Rom. 14:21 


18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and sup- 
plication’ for all saints; 

19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that 


I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of 


the gospel, 


Rom 


21 It 


20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: 
may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 


that therein I 


14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 

20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed 
are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. 
is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor 


any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or 


made weak. 
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they made the path more difficult for 
another. 

In our lesson, then, we see these two 
sides of the Apostle Paul, and of the 
Christian life. In the one portion (Eph. 
6: 10-20), we have the Christian engaged 
in total warfare; in the other portion 
(Rom. 14:19-21), we see the Christian 
walking the path of peace, not insisting 
on his own “rights,” but ordering his 
walk with a view to easing the path for 
those who are weak. 

I should like to suggest to the teacher, 
and all others, the reading of Bunyan’s 
“The Pilgrim’s Progress” for splendid 
descriptions of the Christian’s warfare— 
especially the battle with Apollyon. For 
a somewhat Satirical, but very discerning, 
allegory describing the “wiles” of our 
Enemy, I recommend “The Screwtape 
Letters,” by C. S. Lewis (Macmillan Co., 
New York 11; $2.50). 

Verse by Verse 

Eph. 6:10.—“Be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power Of his might.” Only “in 
the Lord” is there strength adequate to 
the demands of the Christian life. See 
Isaiah 40:30, 31. 

Verse 11.—“Put on the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil.” Here we 
are introduced to the thought of our war- 
fare. We have an Adversary skilled in 
tactics, and who will quickly take ad- 
vantage of any vulnerable point. Com- 
pare 2 Corinthians 2:11. 

Verse 12.—“For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principali- 
tics... .” Frequently our conflict seems 
to be with men, but they are merely the 
tools of the hierarchy of evil spirits ar- 





rayed against Christ and His people, 
under their captain the Devil. 

Verse 13.—“Wherefore take unto you 
the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to withstand ... to stand.” The 
armor is provided, but it is ours to ap- 
propriate it. Thus we shall withstand 
the shock of battle, and, each crisis of 
temptation over. be found standing in 
our place, in full possession of our post. 

Verse 14.—“Stand therefore, . . . girt 
about with truth ... the breastplate of 
righteousness.”’ The word signifies, “Take 
your stand, in an act of high resolve.” 
Not my truthfulness, but the truth of 
God (John 14:6), girds me with strength; 
not my righteousness. but the righteous- 
ness of God in Christ, is without any 
chink that would expose the heart to 
the arrows of the accuser’ 

Verse 15.—“And your feet shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace.” 
Modern warfare has demonstrated the 
importance of footwear against rigors of 
climate, roughness of terrain, and snake 
bites. The Gospel of the peace of God. 
offers the best equipment against all 
hazzards of changing conditions, and as- 
sures a steady walk. 

Verse 16.—“The shield of faith ... to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” 
The great shield, or door-shield, 2% x 4 
feet, is referred to, offering protection to 
the whole body. So faith answers all 
the assaults of the wicked one. 

Verse 17.—‘“The helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit ... the word 
of God.” A true experience of salvation 
is a great protection against the ration- 
alism of unbelief, and the. Word of God 
an effective answer to all the subtle sug- 








Lesson for August 9 


gestions of temptation (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10). 


Verse 18.—“Praying always .. . in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto.” All our 
warfare is to be to the accompaniment 
of prayer. Prayer itself is a strategic 
position which must be held at all costs, 
or there will be defeat all along the line. 
Prayer that is energized by the Holy 
Spirit is truly a mighty weapon of of- 
fense as well as defense. 

Verse 19.—“And for me .. . to make 
known the mystery of the gospel.” A 
preacher's appeal for prayer support. He 
seeks their prayer, both that he may 
have the word to utter, and that he 
may have freedom in uttering it. Many 
a preacher would preach better sermons 
if his congregation so prayed for him. 


Verse 20.—“*An ambassador in bonds: 
that therein I may speak boldl#.” To 
imprison a nation’s ambassador is an act 
of hostility, and would ’end the ambassa- 
dor’s speaking for his country. Paul 
refuses to be silenced by bonds, but re- 
gards it as an occasion for speaking 
freely! The chain may be on his wrist, 
but not on his lips! 

Rom. 14:19.—“Follow after the things 
which make for peace, and .. . edify 
another.” From the smoke of war we 
turn to the call of peace. The child of 
God is a Soldier, but is called to avoid 
contention—aiming to build, not to de- 
molish: to help, not to hurt. 


Verse 20.—“For meat destroy not the 
work of God.” Especially must we see 
that our indulgences do not jeopardize 
the testimony of the Gospel or cause 
others to stumble. 

Verse 21.—“. . . whereby thy brother 
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made 
weak.” Here is the law of love which 
must limit our liberty of action. Indeed, 
this is the highest liberty—to place re- 
straints upon ourselves for the sake of 
others. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour thrusts us immediately into ac- 
tive combat. For ranged against Christ 
and His Kingdom is the kingdom of 
darkness, with its mighty and cunning 
ruler, Satan, and his ranked followers 
of fallen angelic beings. Every child of 
God, every work of God, is a target for 
these hosts of iniquity. Notice how they 
are described: principalities, powers, 
world rulers of this darkness, wicked 
spirits in the heavenlies. Some have 
suggested that Satan’s “hierarchy” is 
patterned after that of Heaven, with 
which he is well familiar. 

The Christian is so often prone to 
think that his conflict is with men— 
and we act accordingly. This is a great 
mistake. “We wrestle not against flesh 
and blood.” Men are but the tools of 


our spiritual foes, and we must learn 
to fight on the spiritual plane. 
Christians 


Many 


are being defeated be- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. August 2.—The Christian Home. 
Ephesians 5:15-33; 6:1-9; 
Colossians 3:12 to 4:1 
Next Week's Lesson 


7. August 16.—Christ Above All. 
Colossians 1:1 to 2:7 








cause they are fighting on the human 


plane. 
Since our warfare is spiritual, we 
need spiritual equipment, and that is 


fully provided. “The whole armour of 
God” is at hand, and is ours for the 
putting on—an act of faith. Nothing 
will brace us for conflict like the truth 
of God. The Adversary can find no 
weak spot in “the righteousness of 
God” through which we may inflict a 
fatal wound. When the peace of God 
rules in the heart, the walk will be 
steady, our feet will not slide. And if 
our feet are dedicated to carrying the 
Gospel of peace, we can trust God to 
keep them from the snares. Let our 
faith be big, not like the little targe of 
the Scottish Highlander, but like the 
great door-shield of the Roman legion- 
ary. And bécause our minds need pro- 
tection from all kinds of vagaries and 
false philosophies, let us guard our 
thoughts with salvation’s helmet. For 
parrying the enemy’s thrusts let us 
practice skill with the Word of God, 
after the pattern of our Lord. 

One weapon we have which has no 
counterpart or equivalent in the Roman 
Soldier’s outfit is prayer. John Bunyan 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT seem to be Paul’s favorite 
figures of the Christian life? 

2. What gives Paul the right to yse 
these figures so freely? 

3. What similarity and what contrast 
do you see between this week’s lesson 
and last week’s? 

4. Why is it necessary for tis to seek 
strength “in the Lord”? (Eph. 6:10.) 

5. What is the difference between 
withstanding and standing? (v. 13.) 

6. What is the difference between the 
standing of verse 13 and the standing of 
verse 14? 

7. What sort of shield is referred to in 
verse 16? 

8. Give an instance of Christ’s using 
the sword (v. 17) defensively and of- 
fensively. 

9. How does prayer widen the scope 
of the conflict? 

10. What principle is to determine our 
indulgence in practices which seem 
legitimate to us? 


(Answers on page 652) 
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makes bold to call it the weapon of 
All-prayer. If the Adversary can so dis- 
tract us as to make us forget this 
weapon, he will have us down in no 
time. So we must “watch thereunto.” 
and powers, . 
Mustering their unseen array, 
Wait for thy unguarded hours; 
Watch and pray. 


Principalities 


—C. Elliott 

Right here is where we find that our 
warfare is not just individual. We are 
part of a great army, and we must fight 
as members of the host, not just as 
isolated units. So the weapon of All- 
prayer is to be wielded on behalf of “all 
saints.” Especially do ministers need 
this “air support” from the members of 
the church, as Paul sought it from the 
Philippians. 

Now it would be utter folly to support 
our comrades with our prayers, and then 
turn around and wound them with our 
conduct. So our passage in Romans 14: 
19-21 tells us how we are to support each 
other with our conduct, too, in being 
willing to forgo indulgences which to us 
may seem legitimate, but which would 
make a weaker brother lose confidence 
or fall into bondage. Such “self-denial” 
will never hurt us. Both we and our 
brethren will benefit from it. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Our warfare (Eph. 6: 10-13) 
2. Our weapons (vs. 14-17) 
3. Our watch (vs. 18-20) 
4. Our walk (Rom. 14:19-21) 


Topics for Development 

Taking the Measure of the Enemy. 
Our Lord indicated that he is a fool who 
will thoughtlessly declare war on an en- 
emy twice as strong as himself (Luke 14: 
31). It is the business of our intelligence 
service to find out the strength, not only 
of actual enemies, but also of potential 
enemies. In the Christian sphere we are 
foolish to remain in ignorance of the 
nature and forces of our Adversary. To 
do so will encourage unpreparedness and 
invite disaster. Our lesSon gives us a 
glimpse of the dread array drawn up 
against the children of God. Before them 
the Church would be absolutely helpless 
were it not that “they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them” 
(2 Kings 6:16), and, “greater is he that 
is in you, than he that is in the world” 
(1 John 4:4). There are other “princi- 
palities and powers” besides those al- 
igned with Satan (Eph. 3:10), and Christ, 
their Captain and ours, has already in- 
flicted the fatal blow on the powers of 
darkness. So, while not blindly running 
into the fray, let us not be fearful, re- 
membering that already we are “more 
than conquerors through him that loved 
us” (Rom. 8:37). 

Offense or Defense? Twice recently I 
have heard preachers criticizing that old 
rallying song of the faith, “Hold the 
Fort.” They found fault with it on the 
ground that it presented the Christian 
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warfare as defensive rather than as of- 
fensive. Now it is true that there is 
an aggressive work to be done, and 
much land to be possessed, but the New 
Testament does present a warfare in 
which the Christian and the Church are 
engaged in defensive action. When 
Christ says of His Church that “the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it” (Matt. 16:18), He pictures the ram- 
parts of hell sallying forth against His 
Church. More clearly does Paul’s de- 
scription of our warfare present us as 
withstanding an assault, and standing at 
the end of the fray, still guarding the 
post committed to us. It has been 
pointed out that the sword is the only 
item in the armor which is for offense, 
and even this was used in defense by 


our Lord (Matt. 4:1-10). We have no 
passive foe. The “principalities and 
powers” are not in foxholes. We are 


going to have to “hold the fort” many 
a time if we are going to retain it as 
a base for aggressive action. 


Personal Applications 
Stand up, stand up for Jesus! 
Stand in His strength alone; 
The arm of flesh will fail you; 
Ye dare not trust your own. 
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If you remember that your human 
persecutors are but the deceived tools of 
spiritual forces of evil, you will love 
and pity and pray for them rather than 
hate them and seek revenge upon them. 

Spiritual warfare requires the whole 


armor. One piece missing invites dis- 
aster. 
The only “front” that is worth putting 


on is the breastplate of righteousness— 
the gift of God. 

Little faith will not catch many of 
the “fiery darts.” You need_an all- 
covering faith for that (Eph. 6:16). 

Remember that finally Christ Him- 
self is the whole armor. Put on Christ, 
and you are safe. 


Golden Text 

14:21.—“It is good) neither to eat 
nor any thing whereby thy 
brother stumbleth.” Of what value is it 
to exhort our brother in song, “Courage, 
brother! do not stumble,” if our conduct 
is laying traps and snares for him at 
every step? See rather that by our be- 
havior we are smoothing the way. and 
laying stepping stones for those who 
come after. See Hebrews 12:13. 

ELMHUuRST, ILL. 
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“/ BESOUGHT THE LORD THRICE, THAT 
2 IT MIGHT DEPART FROM ME. AND HE 
SAID UNTO ME, 
CIENT FOR THEE? FOR MY STRENGTH 
_ 1S MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS.” 


=) am an ‘ambassador i in ‘bonds: 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD Hymns 
“O for a Thousand Tongues To Sing” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 
“Who Is on the Lord's Side?” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Heavenly 
Father, we thank Thee for Thy day, 
Thy Word, and our privilege of using 
the day to know Thy Word better. Bless 
us with understanding of the Scriptures 
and both dispose and enable us_to be 
“doers of the word, and not hearers 
only.” Wherever men are bound by 
sinful habit, let the Gospel go forth for 
their liberation. Where pain and sor- 
row exist, show mercy and grant relief 
and comfort. Give wisdom to rulers and 
to parénts for their responsibilities. 





BE FIRM and REFUSE 
BOTH PLEASURES THAT 
AND PRorits FROM HARM 


Give us strength and courage to be good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ and victorious 
over all temptation. May Thy King- 
dom come, Thy will be done in all the 
earth. Forgive us where we _ have 
sinned, and make our lives holy, help- 
ful, and useful to Thee, for our Saviour’s 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A Christian man in 
the hotel business operates his hotels 
without selling beer, wine, or any 
liquor, and he has proved hotels can be 
run profitably without bar profits. He 
says, “I have seen the destruction, havoc, 
and heartaches caused by liquor, and I 
am determined to have no part in it.” 
This is in line with our Golden Text 
which says, “It is good neither to eat 
flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing 
whereby thy brother stumbleth” (Rom. 
14:21). 

It is most important that Christians 
consider the effect of their actions on 
others. We are our brother’s keeper 
and must refrain from whatever harms 
others. It may seem harmless for a 
man to take an occasional drink, if he 
never drinks to excess. But who is to 
say his example will do no harm to 
others? It may encourage someone 
else to start drinking who will become 
a slave to it. So, too, with those who 
make or sell liquor. They make their 
money out of that which causes many 
to stumble. Christian citizens in the 
United States rejoice that their new 
President is setting an example intended 
to discourage the use of liquor. We may 
well take our cue from this soldier- 
statesman and discourage social drink- 
ing. The only safe and wise course for 
a Christian is to say with the hotelman, 
“I have seen the destruction, havoc, and 
heartaches caused by liquor, and I am 
determined to have no part in it.” For, 
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“it is good neither to eat flesh, nor to 
drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy 
brother stumbleth.” 

Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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' 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 
“Be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might” (Eph. 6:10).— 
Surely the desire of all parents, worthy 
of the name, concerning their children 


_is that they become strong—not only in 


body, but also in character and conduct. 
This is the secret of such great care be- 
stowed upon their children. 

All who are children of God by faith 
in Christ Jes should know that it is 
His fervent desire that they become 
strong—not in the energy of the flesh 
—but “in the power of his might.” 

John Bunyan was imprisoned for 
preaching During his long imprison- 
ment, the authorities offered him his 
liberty on ondition that he cease 
preaching. His constant reply was, “If 
you release me today, I shall preach 
again tomorrow, God willing.” 


“For we wrestle ... against spiritual 


wickedness” ‘Eph. 6:12).—The margin 
renders it “against wicked spirits in 
heavenly places.” As soon as the Gib- 
eonites were at peace with Joshua, the 
Amorite king of Jerusalem sent word to 
four neighboring Amorite kings to join 
him in a battle against them. His mes- 
sage was, “Come up unto me, and help 


me, that we may smite Gibeon: for it 
hath made peace with Joshua and with 
the children of Israel” (Josh. 10:4). The 
Gibeonites found the five kings of the 
Amorites arraigned against them. They 
became conscious of their weakness, but 
looked to Joshua for victory. 


As soon as we are at peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 
5:1), “principalities powers, .. . 
rulers of the darkness of this world, and 
wicked spirits in heavenly places,” are 
arraigned against us. And what are we 
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against such forces? 

We can confess as did Jehoshaphat 
when confronted with the Moabites and 
Amorites: “We have no might against 
this great company that cometh against 
us; neither know we what to do: but 
our eyes are upon thee” (2 Chron. 20: 
12). And the Lord says, “Wherefore 
take unto you the whole armour of 
God.” 

So let it be. In God’s own might 

We gird us for the coming fight, 

And, strong in Him whose cause is ours 

In conflict with unholy powers, 

We grasp the weapons He has given— 

The Light, and Truth, and Love of Heaven. 

—Whittier 


“... truth, ... righteousness; ... 
peace; ... faith .. .” (Eph. 6:14-18).— 
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There are seven pieces, so to speak, in 
the panoply of God: truth, righteous- 
ness, peace, faith, salvation, the Word, 
and prayer. 

I appreciate the way Bishop Moule has 
blended them together in the following 
paragraph: 

“Reduced to its essence, as Jerome re- 
marked long ago, the panoply means— 
Jesus Christ. The soldier, in other 
words. appears before us made strong 
for a victory which is otherwise impos- 
sible—by his relation to his Lord. He 
is safe, he is successful, because he is 
spiritually right with Christ in God- 
given truth and righteousness; because 
he is sure of Christ beneath his feet as 
the equipment of the gospel of peace 
for his own soul; because he finds Christ 
the mighty buckler against the fiery vol- 
ley when he uses Him in faith; because 
he covers his head in the day of battle 
with Christ as his assured salvation; 
because Christ speaks through the Word 
of God, and so makes Himself His serv- 
ant’s sword to cut the accuser down; 
because prayer in the Spirit grasps Him, 
and holds Him fast. Yes, here, to the 
last hour of our conflict and our siege, 
and here only lies victory. It is He, not 
it. It is the all-sufficient Lord, ‘ob- 
jected to the fiend,” while the believer 
stands safe behind Him. The inmost 
thought all through is ‘that the man 
really uses his Lord.” 

A Christian said: “I was walking 
along Tremont Street in Boston, and the 
the bell of a church was tolling. I 
stepped in just as the preacher was an- 
nouncing his text, which was: ‘But he 
lied unto him.’ As he went on. and 
stated item after item—how the Devil 
lied to men, and how his emissaries led 
them into unbelief—I said a_ hearty 
‘Amen,’ for I knew all about it. I had 
seen and felt the whole of it. The salt 
spray flew in every direction: but more 
especially did it run down my cheeks. 
I was melted. Everyone in the house 
wept. Satan had to strike sail; his guns 
were dismounted or spiked; his various 
light crafts, by which he led sinners 
captive, were all beached; and the Cap- 
tain of the Lord’s host rode forth con- 
quering and to conquer. ‘Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you.’” 


“It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to 
drink wine...” (Rom, 14:21).— This 
is one of the many verses in the Holy 
Scriptures which reveal the power of 
influence over spectators, which such 
apparently insignificant things as eating 
and drinking exerts. 

Since this is the Temperance Lesson 
we will enlarge on the evil of drink- 
ing liquors. 

A new manual on alcoholism, put out 
by the Public Affairs Committee, states 
that about 4,000,000 American adults 
have gone bevond the pole of social 
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drinking and must be classed as alco- 
holics, preposterous as that word will 
sound to most of them. 

An alcoholic, according to the com- 
mittee study, is one who refuses to ad- 
mit he (or she) “can’t drink.” Unwill- 
ing to face the fact that body chemistry 
or nervous reaction makes alcohol 
poison to them, the person persists in 
trying to prove that booze is easy to 
handle. 

There is a shortage of policemen. 
There is a shortage of jails. These 
shortages are due to the fact that ap- 
proximately three-fourths of the time o 
police must be used in caring for the 
results of drinking alcoholic beverages 


Wawona, CALIF. 
Ww 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing wpon the contents of the paper. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





THE CHRISTIANS WAR 





_— EPH, 6°40, 4 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class . 


AY, fellows, today we go to war. Not 

World War No. 3—may God forbid! 
Nevertheless, it is war just the same, and 
the most serious war any fellow will 
ever have to fight. The battleground is 
more treacherous, the fighting more se- 
vere, and the stakes are greater than 
those which figure in the wars that are 
waged by nations. It is a war you've 
got to fight whether you want to or not. 
There is no question about that, for you 
are already in the ranks, and the enemy 
is advancing. The hosts confronting you 
are led by a general who is shrewder, 
smarter, more skillful than any human 
being who ever directed a battle (Alex- 
ander the Great, Napoleon, and General 
Lee not excepted). He has unlimited 
stockpiles of the deadliest ammunition 
at his command, and more important 
still, he has the experience gleaned from 
campaigns he has waged for 6,000 years! 
You and your comrades are mere be- 
ginners—tyros. The “general” you face 
is none less than Satan himself. 

Paul fully realized the seriousness of 
this warfare and its tragic possibilities. 
Paul could see that the Christians of 
Ephesus were unaware of the strength 
and the cunning of the enemy; and he 
could foresee the wrecked lives that 
would be strewn over the battlefield if 
they did not use the means at hand to 
defend themselves; for it is a defensive 
warfare he is preparing them for. He 
tells them to “put on the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil.”” Armor 
is for defense; it is not a weapon with 
which to inflict wounds. Putting on ar- 
mor presupposes being attacked. Satan 
attacks; he does not wait for you to 
take the initiative. He attacks from the 
unseen; he is the “prince of the power 
of the air’ (Eph. 2:2). He is a master- 
piece of spiritual wickedness, and by 
all human strategy he is irresistible and 
unwhippable. “Wherefore,” Paul says, 
“take unto you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand.” 

“Stand therefore, having your loins 
girt about with truth’—the truth so 
plainly presented to you in God’s Word; 
“having on the breastplate of righteous- 
ness” which is yours by the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ. “Above all, taking the 
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked [one].” Those darts would 
burn their way into the flesh, but they 
fall harmless against the armour of God. 
“And take .. . the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God.” Turn to 
the fourth chapter of Matthew and see 
how effectively the Lord Jesus used that 
Sword (vs. 4, 7, 10) against Satan’s 
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subtle power, and note in verse 11 how 
“the devil leaveth him, and, behold, an- 
gels came and ministered unto him.” 

“Watch and pray,” Jesus told His dis- 
ciples in the Garden of Gethsemane 
“that ye enter not into temptation: the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” The Christian warrior must be 
constantly on the alert. 

Not very long ago the whole world 
was keenly watching through radio and 
the news dispatches the spectacle of 
“The Mighty Mo” stuck in’ the mud in 
Hampton Roads. That magnificent battle- 
ship, queen of the most powerful navy 
in the world, helplessly embedded on a 
sand bar as a result of the failure of 
her navigator to direct a safe course. 
Fifty thousand tons of steel, marvelously 
built and fully equipped at a cost of 85 
million dollars! For ten days a score of 
tugboats were vainly trying to pull her 
out to where she might float again on 
her own keel. It was really pathetic, a 
national embarrassment. But, fellows, it 
is far more deplorable when a Christian 
grows careless and fails to use the pro- 
tection which God has so graciously pro- 
vided; when he neglects his Bible and 
his prayer time until he becomes an 
easy prey to the forces of sin, and finds 
himself bound hand and foot in useless- 
ness to his Lord and Saviour. And the 
cost is more than many battleships— 
nothing less than the precious blood of 
Calvary’s cross. 

Before it is too late, “put on the whole 
armour of God, that ye May be able to 
stand, ... and having done all, to stand.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


THe WHOLE Armor or Gop 


N THE Epistle of 1 John, Christians 

are divided into three groups ac- 
cording to the degree of maturity they 
have reached. These are called (1) little 
children, (2) young men, (3) fathers. 

Our last two lessons have been on 
Christian growth. Those of us who 
have been Christians for several years 
should now be reaching the second stage 
of spiritual development, “young men.” 
Find three characteristics of “young 
men” in 1 John 2:14. (They are strong. 
The Word of God abides in them. They 
have overcome the wicked one.) Yes, 
the young men are God’s soldiers. They 
are no longer babes in Christ, who have 
to be fed and entertained. They are 
now able to go out to fight the battles 
of the Lord. 

How did the young men get strong? 
(By reading the Bible. By praying. By 
going to Sunday school and church 
services.) All of you are correct. Being 
strong is also related to the next char- 
acteristic, having the Word of God 
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abiding in them. Some people hear the 
Word of God but it just goes in one ear 
and out the other. They will never 
grow strong that way. What do you 
think makes the Word of God abide in 
a person? (Memorizing it.) That cer- 
tainly is a great help, but it takes even 
more than that. Practicing it is the sure 
way to make it stick. We remember 
what we do better than anything else. 
Suppose your sister borrows your new 
blouse and ruins it. You feel like get- 
ting even with her or at least telling 
her what you think of her. But you 
remember Ephesians 4:32. Praying, 


“Lord, help me to obey this Word of © 


Thine,” you forgive her and are just as 
kind as if she had not done the damage. 
After that Ephesians 4:32 will surely 
abide in you. 

How about overcoming the wicked 
one? This can be done onty when a 
Christian has on the whole armor of 
God. Let us read about it in Ephesians 
6:10-20. Notice that the whole armor 
of God enables the Christian to “stand,” 
in spite of the Devil's efforts to trip him. 
It also helps us to “withstand” him. 
A teacher of false doctrine called at the 
home of a babe in Christ. She was 
impressed by what he said and might 
have been ensnared, but along came a 
more mature Christian who showed her 
from God's Word some of the fallacies 
in the man’s arguments. The older 
Christian was able to withstand false 


doctrine, and so helped the younger one * 


to stand fast in the Lord. 

At the beginning of class I gave each 
of you a slip of paper with a comment 
on one piece of this armor of God. 
Suppose you read these aloud now, start- 
ing with Number 1. 

1. The girdle of truth—A girdle re- 
strains the garments of the wearer. The 
Christian must be restrained by truth 
in all he says. If an untrue word should 
escape his lips, Satan would be sure to 
use it against him. 

2. The breastplate of righteousness.— 
The breastplate protects the most vital 
part of the body. If all our acts are 
righteous, Satan’s lying stories about-us 
will finally fall harmless to the ground. 

3. The sandals of peace.—God’s spir- 
itual young man will not only protect 
himself from evil, he will also carry the 
Gospel of peace into the enemy’s terri- 
tory. 

4. The shield of faith—The shield can 
be moved to protect whatever part is 
attacked. God’s “young man” believes 
in his heart all God’s wonderful prom- 
ises. His faith throws off the Devil’s 
lies. 

5. The helmet of salvation.—This pro- 
tects the mind. We need to fill our 
minds with the Word of God and to 
pray that no unbelieving thought may 
lodge there. 

6. The sword of the Spirit—The Word 
of God is the weapon with which Jesus 
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defeated Satan three times in the wil- 
derness temptation. The better we 
know our Bibles, the better we shall be 
able to wield this sword. 

7. “Praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit . .. for all 
saints.” If we faithfully pray for our 
fellow Christians, it will be much easier 
for us to get along with them. 

Now turn to Romans 14:19-21. Here 
we find that while we are to fight the 
Devil and sin, we are to be at peace 
with our brethren in Christ. We are to 
be so considerate of them that we will 
not do anything which might cause one 
to stumble. We not only need to have 
on the whole armor of God, but we must 
also fight shoulder to shoulder with our 
brethren. 

Allen Gardiner was an outstanding 
soldier of Jesus Christ. Last week we 
left him setting out once more for Zu- 
luland, after recovering his stolen oxen. 
He pushed on and on through swamps 
of black mud, past herds of wild ele- 
phants, having narrow escapes from 
hyenas and other wild animals. Un- 
friendly natives surrounded him more 
than once, but the Lord preserved him. 
When at last he saw the hills of Zulu- 
land, he thanked God for bringing him 
safely through all these perils. 

We don’t know how Captain Gardiner 
succeeded in getting to the Zulu king 
without being killed, but we do know 
it was because of the good hand of the 
Lord upon him. King Dingaan was tall, 
stout, and important looking. Gardiner 
gave him several presents, all of which 
he seemed to like, but the ship’s tele- 
scope delighted him most. He was as 
pleased with it as a child with a new 
toy. King Dingaan wanted to know 
why the missionary had come to see 
him and told him to sit on a mat at his 
feet while he explained. Allen Gard- 
iner had a hard time making him un- 
derstand that he had not come as a 
trader or to get anything for his own 
advantage, but to bring a message from 
the true and living God. It seemed impos- 
sible for the wicked king to believe that 
anyone would go through dangers and 
difficulties except for some personal gain. 

Gardiner handed him a copy of the 
Bible. After examining it, Dingaan told 
him to read from it. He read some 
clear Gospel verses, but the king soon 
dismissed him. Next week I want to 
tell you some things Gardiner, learned 
about the Zulus, also about his further 
contacts with King Dingaan. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 

%& 

Our natural courage is as perfect cOw- 
ardice, and our natural strength as per- 
fect weakness; but all our sufficiency is 
of God. .. . By the actings of faith, we 
must fetch in grace and help from 
Heaven to enable us to do that which of 
Ourselves we cannot do, in our Chris- 
tian work and awwarfere.—Matthew Honry. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Playing According to the Rules 
(1 Cor. 9:24-27; Eph. 6:10, 11) 
SE for introduction any athletic 
event in the community, such as a 
ball game. Perhaps a class picnic with 
sports or races will have recently been 
held. Consult’ the sports pages of the 
newspapers for pictures of boxing. Did 
they have these sports in Paul’s day? 
Did he and Timothy ever go to a ball 
game or watch a race? 

No big baseball games! But track 
meets were big events, every two years 
near Corinth. Here (The National Geo- 
graphic Magazine, December, 1930, page 
651) is the picture of a race track (sta- 
dium), which has been fixed up to use 
today in a near-by city. The crowd in 
the picture are watching a pageant, not 
a race. Page 709 shows a modern tug- 
of-war in an old stadium. There were 
foot races, wrestling, boxing, fighting in 
sgidier’s armor, chariot races, and other 
contests. How carefully the strong 
young men trained for these events be- 
forehand, practicing, going without 
sweets and wine! Then when the race 
came, they put every bit of strength 
into the fight to win. And what was the 
prize? Just a crown or wreath of pine 
from the woods near by. But what an 
honor to win it! 

Did Paul ever go to the games? I 
don’t know. But he often wrote about 
them. Let us have a race to find what 
he says about racing! Before we start, 
notice the two Letters he wrote to Tim- 
othy which come right after the Thessa- 
lonian ones. Now, ready for the race? 
I will say, “On your mark!” That means 
have your Bible ready but not open. 
Instead of “Get set!” I will give a Bible 
reference. When I say, “Go!” you find 
the reference and look for something 
about racing. Read aloud only the 
words that are about racing (1 Cor. 9: 
24: Rom. 9:16; Gal. 2:2; 5:7; Phil. 2:16; 
2 Tim. 4:7; Acts 20:24). Here is one 
about wrestling or boxing (1 Cor. 9:26). 
Of course, there were training and rac- 
ing rules (1 Cor. 9:25; 1 Tim. 4:8; 2 Tim. 
2:5. Boys’ classes would be interested 
in the picture of athletes training, the 
National Geographic Magazine, March, 
1944, page 314, and information on page 
315.) Now let's get the prize! (Phil. 3: 
14; 1 Thess, 2:19; 2 Tim. 4:8.) 

To Paul, life was a long race to win. 
To be a Christian racer you had to train 
hard and give up other things, to play 
fair and keep going. But at the end 
was the joy of the reward from Christ 
Himself! Here is Paul’s letter to you 
today: 


Racers for Christ: 


You know in a race everyone runs, 
but only one gets the prize. In the 
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same way run to win in life. Every 
boxer keeps all the strict training 
rules. They do it to win a prize that 
won’t last long, but we for a prize 
that will last forever. Well, I run 
straight for the goal, not wandering 
around. I'm in a real fight, not punch- 
ing the air. But I beat up my own 
body and make it obey me, so I won't 
be put out of the race myself after 
I have coached others how to run. 
Be made strong by the Lord and 
by the power of His strength. Put on 
all of God’s armor so you won't go 
down by the tricks the Devil pulls. 
CoacH PAuL 
What would Coach Paul—or the prize- 


‘giving Lord—think of a Christian who 


was too lazy on a summer morning to 
go to Sunday school? who went to 
places his parents told him to stay away 
from? who started smoking cigarettes? 
who doesn’t play fair in his own games? 
who gets angry and blacks another boy’s 
eye? “If a man also strive for master- 
ies, yet is he not crowned, except he 
strive lawfully” (2 Tim. 2:5, Memory 
Verse). 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Who Was Guilty?—It is good neither 

to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any 
thing whereby thy brother stumbleth 
(Rom. 14:21, Golden Text). Years ago 
in a small city in the South a young 
man murdered his companion and friend. 
The two were drunk and quarreled over 
some small matter. This resulted in a 
fight in the street near the saloon in 
which they had been drinking, and one 
of them drove a knife into his friend’s 
heart. Clutching at his side to stay the 
flow of blood, the wounded man stag- 
gered toward the saloon, but fell just 
outside on the pavement. In falling, he 
stretched out his hand, and, trying to 
steady himself, he left the print of his 
bloody hand on the window of the 
saloon. How appropriate was this sign! 
Later, when a great throng gathered for 
the funeral service, the courageous pas- 
tor told the people of their guilt in al- 
lowing the saloon to exist, and used as 
the text for the sermon, “We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother” (Gen. 
42:21). —From the Rev. W. W. Hamilton, 
D.D., in Moody Monthly. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


A Small Boy’s Exegesis.—Be strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might 
(Eph, 6:10). The Sunday the small boy 
had to go to church alone, the text was 
Pants declorstion, “IT keen under my 
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body.” When his mother asked him 
what the text was, he replied, “I keep 
my soul on top.” He had the words 
slightly mixed® but he had the big idea 
all right. And that is harder to do now 
than ever before. The great tempta- 
tion is to put the temporal things first. 
But God’s plan is to “put firat things 
first.” Only so can we keep our souls 
on top.—From Southern Laymen. ‘Sent 
by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


It Makes a Difference in Whom You 
Put Your Trust.—Finally, my brethren, 
be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might (Eph. 6:10). Looking 
through binoculars in the Alps, a group 
of scientists saw a healthy specimen of 
a rare plant which they wanted. It was 
located, however, on a valley floor. Al- 
though they had ropes and climbing 
equipment, the cliffs appeared too steep 
for anyone of their weight. Just then 
a young lad with his dog came bound- 
ing down the path. They stopped him 
with this proposition: for a _ certain 
amount of money they would tie a 
strong rope around his waist, lower him 
to the valley floor, and draw him up 
again when he had uprooted the plant. 
He considered a moment, then without 
a word returned the way he had come. 
In a few minutes, however, he again 
appeared, leading by the hand a burly 
Swiss mountaineer. “All right, gentle- 
men,” he said, “I will get your plant. 
But my father will hold the rope.”— 
From Tomorrow. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, David City, Nebr. 


The Peril of Exposure.—Put on the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil (Eph. 6:11).—Old Grizzly, Wa- 
wona giant sequoia, supposedly oldest of 
all living things on earth, was dying. 
Forestry officials ordered the best tree 
experts to do everything humanly pos- 
sible to save it. Failing to agree, they 
left the forest, without prescribing for 
the patient. For years some of the base 
roots had been exposed to the weather, 
and had been trampled upon by tour- 
ists. A humble woodsman recommended 
that the Government truck in tons of 
earth to cover the roots. “For,” he said, 
“these sequoias are very sensitive to the 
abuse of man.” The results were magic. 

®From that time Old Grizzly has pros- 
pered and been in health. The Creator 
has given our sensitive, spiritual natures 
holy rights to guard. If we expose them 
to the Enemy to be trampled underfoot 
by his emissaries, the leaves of our spir- 
itual life will wither—From the Voice 
of Prophecy. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


His Protective Armor.—Put on the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil (Eph. 6:11). A young fellow got 
into a railway carriage. There were 
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four men who were playing cards. The 
young fellow got out his Bible and He 
smiled as he heard them say, “It’s no 
good asking him to play; he’s got his 
armor on.” And so he had—the best 
armor of all—From the Sunday Com- 
panion. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


The Value of Standing Fast.—That ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand (Eph. 
6:13). A little fellow was patting his 
father’s horse as it stood patiently wait- 
ing in front of its master’s house. “Can 
your horse go fast, my boy?” asked the 
gentleman. “Not very,” replied the 
child, “but it can stand fast.” That was 
a virtue not to be despised in a horse. 
An animal that could be trusted to 
stand still without pulling up the hitch- 
ing post or breaking the halter used to 
be greatly coveted. Can it be said of 
you and me that we stand fast? Are we 
firm when we are beset by temptations? 
Do we hold steady in our decisions for 
God? When some voice other than our 
Master's speaks to us, and a correspondé 
ing surge of impulses rise from within, 
do we resist and still stand firm? When 
all those around about us seem to be 
following the downward trend, do we 
have the courage of our convictions to 
stand out from the crowd and champion 
the cause of truth and right? “Having 
done all,” let us stand fast for God. 








This Week's Questions Aasuned 


(The questions are on page 647) 

1. The soldier and the athlete (2 Tim. 
2:3-5; 1 Cor. 9:24-27, and the like). 

2. His own display of the daring, de- 
termination, and discipline required in 
these spheres. 

3. In both lessons we are exhorted to 
put on certain garb last week the vir- 
tues of Christ (Col. 3:12-14), this week 
the armor of God. 

4. The might of our Adversary and 
our own weakness. 

5. The withstanding is against the 
shock of attack; the standing is the re- 
sult of the withstanding—still at the 
post. 

6. The standing of verse 14 is in prep- 
aration for attack, while the standing of 
verse 13 signifies successful resistance of 
the onset. 

7. The great shield (door-shield, ac- 
cording to the Greek), 2% x 4 ft., giving 
protection to the whole body. 

8. Defensively, Matthew 4:1-10; offen- 
sively, Revelation 19: 11-21. 

9. By prayer we share the conflict of 
all saints (v. 18). 

10. Its effect on a weaker brother—the 
law of love (1 Cor. 8:1-13). 

ELMHwrsT, ILL. 
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Let it be said of us as of the warrior of 
old, “Throw him where you will, he will 
stand.” Truly the ability to do this is 
one of the marks of a person who has 
experienced true salvation.—From Bible 
Friend. Sent by Mrs. Herman L. Rob- 
ertson, High Point, N. C. 


Every Christian a Missionary.—And 
for me, that utterance may be given 
unto me, that I may Open my mouth 
boldly, to make known the mystery of 
the gospel (Eph 6:19). When Admiral 
Foote was in Siam he invited the royal 
dignitaries to dinner on his vessel. As 
soon as the guests were seated at the 
table, he, as was his invariable custom. 
asked a blessing upon the food. The 
king in surprise said he thought only 
missionaries asked a blessing. “True,” 
replied the Admiral quietly, “but every 
Christian is a missionary.” ‘Let us pray 
earnestly that our mouths may inter- 
pret our lives.—From Bible Friend. 
Sent by Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, 
High Point, N. C. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ID you know that living the Chris- 

tian life is very much like going 
to war? Itis! The enemy is not a coun- 
try, however. It is the Devil. Oh, how 
the Devil hates to see a person (and es- 
pecially a boy or girl) ‘become a Chris- 
tian! How he hates to see a Christian 
living to please the Lord Jesus! He 
does everything he can to get the Chris- 
tian to sin. Sometimes he tempts the 
Christian to do that which seems to be 
all right. He makes a wrong thing seem 
right. Oh, the Devil is a liar (John 8:44) 
and a deceiver (Rev. 12:9). 

Because God knows how much Satan 
hates the Christian, he caused Paul to 
write in his Letter to the Christian Ephe- 
sians (and to us) that each one should, 
like a soldier. wear a uniform. It is called 
an armor. By wearing the armor of the 
Christian soldier. one is prepared to 
stand against (not run away from) the 
Devil. Oh, what a wonderful armor it 
is! Listen closely, now, and get ready 
for a surprise. 

The first piece of armor that the 
Christian must wear is the girdle of truth 
(Eph. 6:14). That is worn about the loins 
(Webster’s definition: the part between 
the lower rib and hipbone). In the loins 
there is strength. When we lift heavy 
things, for example. we get the strength 
from the loins. Certainly Christian sol- 
diers must protect their place of strength. 
And what is it that protects their 
strength? It is the girdle (strong belt) 
of truth. An untruthful Christian is the 
weakest sort of soldier. You can count 
on it that he will lose every battle. To 
be a strong Christian, one must be truth. 
ful always. 

Then we must wear the breastplate of 
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righteousness (v. 14). That part of the 
armor covers the soldier’s heart. Every- 
one knows that the enemy’s target is 
always the heart. If his arrow or bullet 
hits the heart, the soldier is finished. 
And so it is with the Christian. His heart 
must be protected. It is the Christian’s 
heart that causes him to do right (or 
wrong) things (Prov. 4:23). And the cov- 
ering for the Christian’s heart is the 
righteousness of the Lord Jesus which 
God Himself gives to those who believe 
on His dear Son (Isa. 61:10: Rev. 19:8). 

(We haven’t come to the surprise yet!) 

The soldier cannot go to battle bare- 


footed. What kind of shoes does the 
Christian soldier wear? Gospel (Good 
News) of peace shoes (Eph. 6:15). The 


Christian tells others of the Good News 
that the Lord Jesus—the Prince of Peace 
—has come. And no matter how rough 
the battle. the soldier need not be afraid. 
God gives him His own peace (Phil. 4:7). 

The soldier needs a shield, too, for that 
protects him from the enemy’s arrows 
or bullets. The Christian soldiers’ shield 


is the shield of faith ... his faith in 
God’s Son (Hab. 2:4; Rom. 1:17: Gal. 
3:11; Heb. 10:38). The Lord Jesus has 
never lost one battle—nor will He ever 
lose one. No matter how many fiery 


darts of doubts that Satan sends our way 
(and he will send them), we have the 
shield of faith to protect us. 

The soldier’s head must be covered 
with a good helmet. Ours is the helmet 
of salvation. There is no better covering 
anywhere. One cannot even be a Chris- 
tian soldier unless first of alkhe has been 
saved from his sin by being washed in 
the precious blood of the Lamb of God. 
And so the Christian soldier’s head ‘his 
mind) is protected (Isa. 26:3) by the 
helmet of salvation. 

There is one more thing the Christian 
soldier has: The sword of the Spirit. And 
that sword is the Word of God. The 
girdle, the breastplate, the shoes, the 
shield, and the helmet protect the soldier 
from the enemy; but with the sword the 
soldier goes after the enemy (Heb. 4:12). 
Do you remember how the Lord Jesus 
defeated Satan by using the Word of 
God (Matt. 4:4. 7, 10)? It is as we learn 
God’s Word that we can use it*as a 
sword when Satan tempts us. 

And now we're ready for the surprise. 
Do you know that the Christian soldier’s 
armor is not simply some things? It is a 
Person! Now listen closely. 

We have the girdle of truth. Who was 
it that said, “I am... the truth”? (John 
14:6.) It was the Lord Jesus Himself. 
He who is the truth keeps us strong by 
making us truthful. 

We have the breastplate of righteous- 
ness. Do you know that God’s Word tells 
us that the Lord Jesus is righteousness 
(1 Cor. 1:30)? Because He dwells in our 
hearts, He Himself will protect our 
hearts. 

The Gospel of peace shoes are next. 
In Ephesians 2:14 it says of the Lord 
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Jesus Christ that “he is our peace.” No 
don't have to be afraid in 
The Prince 


wonaer we 
the daily Christian battle. 
of Peace is always with us. 

Our shield of faith is likewise the 
Lord Jesus (Gal. 2:20). He who has 
never lost a battle will quench Satan’s 
fiery darts, for He is our shield. 

By now you have guessed that the 
helmet of salvation is also the Lord 
Jesus (Psa. 27:1). He is there always 
to protect our minds. 

While it is true that the sword of the 
Spirit is the written Word of God, you 
must know that the Lord Jesus is the 
living Word of God (John 1:1-14). And 
every day, every moment, no matter 
where we are, our whole armor is the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, God's Son. 
As we give ourselves to Him always, we 
can be certain that He will cause us to 
win every battle against Satan (2 Cor. 
2:14). 

(Note: Dr. Robert T. Ketcham’s 
messages on “The Christian's Armor— 
the Lord Jesus,” made an indelible im- 
pression on the writer some years ago, 
for which she will always be grateful. 
May this glorious truth transform the 
lives of our dear Primary children.) 

LANCASTER, Pa. 
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From Ugly Pit 
(Continued from page 645) 


form of rustic logs and tree limbs, but 
are actually made of cement. 

Visitors were welcomed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Butchart from the very beginning, 
and for forty-eight years a constant 
stream of visitors has been wandering 
through the grounds. 

When one has toured the grounds and 
has admired and enjoyed the gardens, 
there are still the greenhouses to be 
seen, with their displays of numerous 
rare flowers and plants. In the seed- 
house near by can be purchased seeds 
of many of the varieties displayed in 
the gardens with instructions on how to 
cultivate them. Here photographs and 
post cards of the gardens can be pur- 
chased. There is also a restaurant where 
refreshment and rest may be enjoyed. 

Beginning their work as a hobby, Mr. 
and Mrs. Butchart made their gardens 
into one of Canada’s show places. Since 
their death, the City of Victoria has 
maintained this beauty and charm for 
the enjoyment of visitors. 

But to one with a deeper conception of 
beauty comes a glorious and soul-cheer- 
ing thought. Spiritually, countless lives 
have experienced an infinitely greater 
transformation—lives that have been re- 
claimed out of the miry clay through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ—from 
habitues of a filthy skid-row to respect- 
able, worthy citizens; from giddy, fun- 
mad jitterbugs to joyous, contented 
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soul-winners; from immoral _street- 
walkers to happy, consecrated home- 
makers; from money-craving business- 
men to humble servants of their Lord; 
from drunken derelicts to sober, earnest 
Christians. These are God's exquisite 
blossoms that make up a garden of 
rarest beauty. 
CHICAGO. 
bd 


Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 

President, be my > Ay hy ~ Union 

Dry Victories.—The drys won in three- 
fourths of the Ohio towns that voted in 
the November elections on the sale of 
liquor. Tabulations by the Secretary of 
State and the Ohio Brewers Associa- 
tion showed that in fifty-eight wet-dry 
contests, the drys won forty-three, The 
question of the sale of beer only, in 
twenty-four communities, gave the drys 
sixteen and the wets eight. 


The Public Pays. — Commissioner 
Henry L. McCarthy, of the Health and 
Welfare Division of New York City, 
reported that alcoholics add thirteen 
million dollars to the city’s relief bill. 
The findings, made in a six months’ 
study by two commissioners, revealed 
that alcoholism accounts for a fifty mil- 
lion dollar annual wage loss, and for 
roughly ten per cent of the relief load. 
Other findings revealed that, in New 
York City, the life of an alcoholic is 
shortened twelve years: sixteen per cent 
of the male alcoholics are divorced. 


“No, Thank You, I Don’t Drink” is 
the polite way, the proper way to deal 
with a social] situation where liquor is 
served. If you live to be a thousand 
years old, you will never regret that 
decision. This course of action requires 
courage of a superior quality. It may 
be embarrassing at the moment, but, 
taking the long look, you will be well 
paid by that decision. In the end, your 
hostess will have far greater respect 
for you if you stand firmly by your 
convictions. You put yourself in the 
class with Daniel, who dared to refuse 
the king’s wine. 


The Church Is Under Compulsion to 
deal intelligently with the liquor prob- 
lem, now that the liquor traffic is trying 
every ruse to entice youth to become 
social drinkers. Church leaders must 
not fail to assert a sense of the supreme 
worth of human life, to insist upon rev- 
erence for the spiritual and moral pos- 
sibilities of every individual, to inspire 
a vision of the abundant life, and create 
an awareness of human responsibility. 
“Your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost” (1 Cor. 3:16, 17; 6:19, 20). Three 
steps are listed by Myrtle Creasman in 
the Baptist Missionary Union: (1) 
Church leaders must vote and vote right 
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on all moral issues; (2) Church leaders 
must pray without ceasing for the cause 
of temperance; (3) Church leaders must 
be total abstainers—an ounce of example 
is worth a pound of instruction. The 
Sunday school is the best classroom. 


The Winner.—The San Francisco Ex- 
aminer recently published the story that 
President Eisenhower ordered that no 
alcoholic beverages be carried or con- 
sumed by any members of the recent 
Korean visitation party. The reporter 
observed that for many years it had been 
the custom of some newsmen to have 
their daily drinks. On this trip, how- 
ever, they went all the way and back 
without the use of liquor in any form. 
The confession now is that this reporter, 
at least. came out of this unusual ex- 
perience feeling better for his abstinence. 





“Pertinent Paragraphs” 
on the 


Alcohol Problem 


ERTINENT PARAGRAPHS, a two- 

page bulletin of temperance facts, 
carefully edited by a competent com- 
mittee of educators, and published in 
May and October of each year, is now 
available without charge to churches for 
use as enclosures in their Sunday church 
bulletins. This is one of the services 
rendered by Temperance Education. Inc., 
77 W. Washington St., Chicago 2, Il. 

Your request for the number desired 
for use in your church will be protnhptly 
filled. (Donations with the order, to help 
cover the cost of ‘postage and printing, 
are appreciated but not required.) 
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The Young. People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
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Sunday, August 9 
2. Who Are Some Bible Musicians? 
(Gen. 4:21; 1 Sam. 16:23; 2 Sam. 6:5; 
1 Chron. 15:27, 28) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

“ NLY the saved can sing,” com- 

ments Dr. Graham Scroggie. Hea- 
then music is almost always depressing 
andinaminorkey. But the soul that ex- 
periences forgiveness of sin and cleans- 
ing, and knows the grace and provision 
of a loving Father cannot keep quiet 
about it. It must shout and sing for joy. 
It is not surprising, therefore, to find all 
through the Scriptures references to 
music and musical instruments and to 
musicians. Music is referred to re- 


peatedly as a part of the worship of 
God, and it was used to stimulate and 
inspire, as an expression of thanksgiv- 
ing, to celebrate victories, at weddings, 
and in funeral laments. 
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This second topic in the series, “Re- 
freshing Aspects of the Bible,” directs 
our thoughts to some of the musicians 
mentioned in the Scriptures, and should 
help us to understand the great part that 
music has had, and should have today, 
in the lives of those who have known 
God and sought to worship Him and 
obey Him. The earliest musician men- 
tioned in the Scriptures is Jubal. He 
was the son of Lamech who was the son 
of Methusael, and was in the fifth gen- 
eration of direct descendants of Cain. 
Genesis 4:21 tells us that he was the 
“father of all such as handle the harp 
and organ.” Thus, in these early days, 
both stringed instruments and wind in- 
struments were known and used. The 
term “organ” probably referred to some 
form of pipe, used singly or in multiple 
form. 

Of the stringed instruments, the Bible 
mentions the harp, or lyre; the viol; and 
the sackbut. The wind instruments men- 
tioned include the trumpet, the horn, 
the cornet, the pipes, the fiute, the or- 
gan, and the dulcimer. There was still 
a third type, one of which was men- 
tioned as early as Genesis 31:27. They 
were the percussion instruments, includ- 
ing bells, cymbals, and timbrels or tab- 
rets. This verse in Genesis 31 also men- 
tions songs, showing that words set to 
music were used, with instrumental ac- 
companiment, back in the time of Jacob. 
Ja number of references show that 
music and musical instruments were 
known in the early life of the Israelites 
after they came out of Egypt. Moses 
and the Israelites sang a song of deliv- 
erance, as recorded in Exodus 15, and 
Miriam, Moses’ sister, and _ certain 
women also sang of the deliverance of 
her people to the accompaniment of tim- 
brels. 


BE 
Music was early used in a wrong way 
also, for you will recall that when 


Moses was on the Mount talking with 
God and receiving from Him the Tables 
of the Law, the Israelites became im- 
patient and prevailed upon Aaron to 
make them a golden calf, which they 
worshiped with drinking and eating and 
singing (Exod. 32). 
%8 

David is perhaps the best known of 
all the musicians mentioned in the Bible. 
While still a shepherd boy he was 
skilled in playing the harp, or lyre (1 
Sam. 16:14-23), and by his playing he 
was able to soothe the troubled spirit of 
Saul, the king. To David we owe a 
number of the Psalms, many of Which 
were used in the Temple worship. To 
David also is credited the introduction 
of music in worship in the sanctuary on 
Mt. Zion. Solomon, his son, later en- 
larged the place that music had in wor- 


























Lesson for August 9 


Che Sunday School Gines 


Pair E. Howarp, JR, 
President and Editor 








Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 





HERBERT A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 





JoHN W. Lane, JR. 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: Emity D. SMITH 
Contributing Editors: JosePpH P. FREE, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; Ernest GorDOoN. 


Advertising Manager: 
H. TRuMBULL HOWARD 





Former President 
Psaitie E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 
CuarLes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A, dollars 

$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $12.50. 

$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 

Canada: add 25 cents each per year, for 
postage. 

Foreign: add 50 cents each per year, for 
postage. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








ship. The Bible also mentions three 
masters of music that assisted David, 
Asaph, Heman, and Ethan, or Jeduthun. 
Choirs of singers and musicians, formed 
of the Levites, were stationed before the 
ark of the tabernacle on Zion. These 
choirs were later united in the Temple 
and numbered at one time some 4,000 
members (1 Chron. 23). 

The New Testament is not without its 
references to music. Our thoughts will 
naturally turn to that first Christmas 
night when the heavenly host appeared 
to the shepherds praising God. The 
Christian world has long thought of this 
praise as set to heavenly music, even 
though the Bible does not actually say 
that the angels sang (Luke 2). 

4 

Likewise, Mary’s poetic expression of 
praise arid thanksgiving to God, and 
Simeon’s prayer (Luke 2: 29-32) are 
usually thought of as musical expres- 
sions although not definitely so indicated. 
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The Lord Jesus and His disciples sang 
a hymn (Matt. 26:30) at the close of 
their last supper together in the upper 
room, just before they went out to the 
Mount of Olives where the Lord was 
betrayed. 


we 


The Epistles urge believers today to 
use psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs,” singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19) 
and to “let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 
3:16). 

Finally, in the Book of Revelation, we 
learn that music is a real part of heav- 
enly worship, for we read of the four 
and twenty elders before the throne of 
the Lamb singing “a new song” (Rev. 
5:9) and of the voices of the harpers 
with their harps (Rev. 14:2) singing 
praises to the Lamb of God. 

$8 

All of this should bring us to a re- 
flection upon our Own use of music. 
It can be a great blessing to ourselves 
and to others, if used rightly. Even 
though we may not have very much 
musical talent, either to sing»or to play, 
we can take a very real part by having 
a song of thanksgiving in our hearts day 
by day for God’s goodness and grace 
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toward us, if we are among those who 
have been redeemed through saving 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. We can 
enter into the musical part of worship 
in our churches and Susiday schools by 
thinking seriously of the words we are 
singing. If we have musical talent, that 
can be dedicated to Christ and used for 
His glory in the worship of the church 
and Sunday school. While such a ded- 
ication does not necessarily mean that 
we shall sing or play nothing but church 
music, it certainly does mean that we 
shall not want to have any part in the 
foolish, jungle rhythms, and even sug- 
gestive music that is so prevalent today. 
We cannot escape hearing some of it, 
but we can ask the Lord to keep us 
clean from its influence and to show us 
how we may best use the talents He 
has given us for His honor and glory. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 3 to 9 


Mon.—Numbers 6:1-15. 
The Nazarite Vow. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When either 
man or woman shall separate themselves 
to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate 
themselves unto the Lord.” The volun- 
tary nature of the vow did not alfow for 
lawless behavior. It imposed upon the 
maker certain sacrifices and services. 
These were imperative. The person 
making such a vow not only made him- 
self conscious of his obligations to God 
and others, but he made all who saw 
these outward signs aware of his separa- 
tion unto God. He became a walking 
reminder of God’s pleasure in our mak- 
ing vows and performing them. Pray 
for Heart Lake Bible Conference, Scran- 
ton, Pa. 


Tues.—Proverbs 20:1-13. 
Sound Advice From Proverbs. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The just man 
walketh in his integrity.” The outward 
behavior of a man reveals what he is 
inwardly. A just man behaves justly to- 
ward God and man. “Even a child is 
known by his doings, whether his work 
be pure, and whether it be right” (v. 11). 
Live more in the wisdom of the Proverbs 
of Solomon, and you will have more per- 
sonal and domestic love, joy, and peace. 
Pray for the Hepzibah Heights Bible 
Conference, Monterey, Mass. 


Wed.—Isaiah 5:11-24. Reasons for Failure. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My people are 
gone into captivity, because they have 
no knowledge.” If we do not put our- 


selves in the way of obtaining a knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures, we shall be ruined 
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by our own unwisdom. The Author of 
wisdom and knowledge has made His 
revelation available; unless we approp- 
riate and live by it we shall show our- 
selves as fools instead of wise. The 
penalties for willful ignorance and for 
damages resulting therefrom are incal- 
cplable. Be guided by God’s Book, and 
never be caught on the Devil’s hook. 
Pray for Highland Lake Conference, 
Highland Lake, N. Y. 


Thurs.—Romans 14:14-23, 
Avoid Offense to Brethren. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It is good neither 
to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any 
thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, 
or is offended, or is made weak.” Oc- 
casions for giving offense are numer- 
ous. Safeguards against damaging fel- 
low Christians should be carefully em-° 
ployed. Pleasures we indulge may be as 
crooked paths for feet following our 
footsteps. What gives us gratification 
may be as a mud hole of misery to 
others. Pray for Keewahdin Bible Con- 
ference, Port Huron, Mich. 


Fri.—1 Peter 4:1-13. 
Rules for Christian Living. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The end of all 
things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, 
and watch unto prayer.” Regulate your 
behavior by the precepts of Holy Scrip- 
ture. Your life will be better or worse 
according to your interest in the Word 
of God. “Living by rule” gave early 
Methodists their nickname “Method- 
ists.” Live so that people will know you 
are bent on pleasing God and profiting 
man morally and spiritually. Pray for 
Lake Louise Conferences, Toccoa, Ga. 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 8:9-13. 
Consider a Brother’s Weakness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Take heed lest 
by any means this liberty of your’s be- 
come a stumblingblock to them that are 
weak.” Ponder the path of your feet. 
Consider those who come under your in- 
fluence. Please Christ and you will 
profit your brethren. Keep on the high- 
est plane. Use your Christian liberty 
to help, not hinder, the children of God. 
Pray for the Lake Erie Bible Confer- 
ence, Erie, Pa. 


Sun.—Proverbs 4:10-19. 
Advice for Righteous Living. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: . “The path of 
the just is as the shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the per- 
fect day. The way of the wicked is 
as darkness: they know not at what 
they stumble.” Pay attention to what 
God says to you in His Word. Con- 
form your life to His teachings and 
you will never have regret. Keep in 
God’s light. It will increase your 
years and relieve your fears. There is 
peril to the young in Christian homes 
where God’s Word is given segond 
place. Pratj for Harvey Cedars Bible 
Conference, Harvey Cedars, N. J. 
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